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To the Worſhiptul Geo. Daſwood, Eſq; 


Dame Margeret tus Wite, the Lady 
Elizabeth Hare their Daughter ; Fobn 
Pery, Eſq; Mrs. Katherine Browning 
my Wife,where ever ſhe is, and to all 
that are related to their Families, 
Grace and Pcace, 


Otwithſtanding my many great Troubles, T have 
| had ſome retired Thoughts in my Adoleſcens, 
which are bere brought to publick View, and do deſire 
you. to Patronize the ſame. Tf you and others ſhall 
find ſuch benefit by reading them, as T have done by 
writing. the ſame, my ends are anſwered. Time was, 
when Thad no Thoughts of putting my ſelf in Print, 
but, Neceſlitas non habet Legem. Theſe are my 
firſt Fruits as an Offering ro the We orld, which pray ac- 
cept. 1 do intend another ſuddenly, which perhaps may 
be more acceptable, and ſell better than this. My weak 
Endeavours ſhall not be any whit wanting therein. 
Who am Your Moſt Humble and Obedienc 
Sexyant inthe Lord, 
Thomas Browning, 


Noſſe Teipſum. 

Vivat Rex, Curret Lexz Floret Grex. 

Finis Coronat Opus. 
' Az 


[4] 
A Coppy of a Letter ſent to my Wife. 


My Admiration, 


N my Fifty Eighth Letter I ſent you ſome 
Verſes, and this is my Fifty Ninth, where you 
may find an Epiſtle, which pray peruſe. Ir is in 
vain to expect any Approbartion from you, having 
never yet received one Line in Writing from your 
Hand. And perceiving that you are refolved nej- 
ther to ſee, nor ſend to me, I do think that this 
may be the laſt time that I may trouble you ir 
Writing : only remember that you have abuſed, 
neglected, ſlighted; and robbed a moſt Indulgene 
and loving Husband, for which I pray God to 
give you a hearty Repentance, before it be too 
late, and there be no meanes left to help your ſelf; 
as likewiſe all thoſe who have unlawfully, and ve- 
ry malitioufly adviſed y— me without any 
Cauſe. And if you, or they have any Pretences, 
I do hereby dare either to make them known to 
me, or the World ; aſſuring thar mine ſhalt ſhortly 
be made known in Print, wich as much Severity 
as Truth will bear, who am ſtill you Loving, 
though moſt Abuſed Husband, 


SY, > 
«: Thomas Brownng. 
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Paſon Thoughts, xc, 


H deſpiſed, deſpiſed, deſpiſed ; rejefted, rejected, rejected, 

and Deſtroyed by you, my own Dear Wife, whoſe Name is 
Katherine Browning,] pitty,l] pitty,l pitty,and ſhall not ceaſe Pray- 
ing for you Day and Night, that you may be.conyerted : when you 
hear of Brown5ngs Death, occaſioned by your meanes, you may ſhed 
a tear for him, if there be any Grace in you ; none ought to de- 
ſpiſe their own Fleſh 3 Whom God hath Foyned together,let none put a- 
der : And if you had not gone from me, you might have been 
Miſtriſs of our Company ; they have choſen an old Maſter this year 
in my ſtead, Take heed of theſe dreadful Sentences : You that are 
filthy, be filthy ſtill. There remains no more Sacrifice for Sin,but a fear- 
ful looking for of Tudgment,Fiery Indignation,and fierce Anger of the 
Lord : with a, Go ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire, prepared for ' 
Divels and Damwd Spirits, From which Place,Good Lord deliver 
vs. My S__ begins : Few and evil have been the days of « Pil- 
pgrimage, I have had for Inheritance the Months of Vanity, and pain- 
Ful Nichrs have been appointed unto me , and do know that hereafter 
435 latd up for Mme a Gruwtn uf” Rey h15conſiiefs, nnd mot For me oaly, but 
for all them who love the appearance of the Lord Feſus : T, herefore all 
the days of my Life will I wait as a Hireling t:ll my Change ſball come, 
For 1 defire to be Diſſolved, and to be wit Chriſt, and do long to re- 
2n0ve out of the Body, ro dwell with the Loyd ; For Ido know that if 
this Earthly Houſe of my Tabernacle were deſtroyed, I have a Bulilding 
given of God, that is a Honſe not made with Hands, but Eternal in the 


b Heawens-: Therefore I ſigh, deſiring to be cloathed with my Houſe 


which is from Heaven : and 1 do heartily look, for, and do hope, that 
in noth ng I ſhall be aſhamed, but that with all confidence Chriſt ſhall 
be magnified sn-my Body, whether it be by Life or Death, for whither I 
Ee, 1t 15 to the Lord, or whether I de, it 1s tothe Lord, therefore mhe- 
ther I live or die, I am the Lords. To Him therefore be Praiſe and Glo: 
ry for rvermore. I have fought agood Fight, 1 have kept the Faith, 
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and do know 11: whom I have Believed, and amperſwaded that he # able 
to keep that which I bave committed to his Charge: Againſt that Day, 
the Lord will quicken my mortal Body, and make it like to his own Glo- 
rious Body : Tea, though after my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body, yet 
1 ſhall ſee God in my Fleſh, whom 1 my ſelf ſhall ſee, and mine Eyes Wat 
behold, and none other for me, though my Reins be conſumed within me, 
therefore I willin 9:9 down my Life, and commit my Soul into God, 
as unto my faithfa Creator, How excellent is thy Mercy, O God, 
therefore do I truſt under the Shadow of thy Wings. O bleſſed 3s the 
man whom thou doſt chooſe, and cauſeſt to come unto thee ; be ſhall 
dwell in thy Courts, and ſhall be ſatisfied with the Pleaſures of thine 
Houſe, even of thy Holy Temple, thou ſhalt give him drink out of che 
Rivers of thy Pleaſures; for with thee is the Well of Life, and in thy 
Light ſhall we ſee Light; ſend me therefore thy Light and thy Truth, 
and let thy good Spirit lead me unto the Land of Righteouſneſs. Car= 
ry me, O Lord,by thy Mercy, and bring me in thy Strength to thy Holy 
Habitation.Plant me in the Mountain of thine Inheritance, even in the 
Place which thou haft prepared, and the Sanftuary which thou hajt 
Eſtabliſhed, that I =_ ee the Goodneſs of the Lord tn the Land of the 
Living, Let me behola thy Face in Righteouſneſs, and let me be ſatisfi- 
ed with thine Image, for in thy Preſence is the Fulneſs of Foy, and at 
thy right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore : Into thy Hands, O Lord, 
I commend my Spirit, for thou haſt Redeemed it, O Lord God of Truth, 
Lord Teſis receive my Spirit. The end of the upright man us Peace. 
As many as walk according to this Rule, Peace ſhalt be upon them, and 
1pon the [{rael of God, Now unto Him that # able 2» keep us, that 
we fall not, and to preſent us faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory 


with Foy, to God only-wiſe be Glory, Majeſty, Dominion, and Power, 
both now and ever, ever, ever, Amen. 


Ludgate, The 12th. of April, 1682. 
For my moſt Eſteemed Miſtriſs Katherine Browning, Theſe. 


This was ſent to her Aunt Madam argarer Daſhwood by the 


_ ug Mr. Foſeph Steed, her Nephew, to be conveyed as is Di- 
reed. 
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Hall there be nothing left me but a Grave ? 
g Shall I at laſt no other Dwelling have ? 
Oh let nat Fleſh and Blood take note of this,. 
For if She do, ?twill poiſon all her Bliſs. 
Could She but meditate on ſuch a thing, 


- She would have little cauſe to laugh or ſing ; 


It is a Death to her to think of Death, 
How ſhe ſhall rot, and looſe her loved Breath. 


| Yet the great Jew that wiſely could diſcrie 


What things were not, and what were — 
What pleaſed the Soul, and what the Fleſh did pain, 
Did never think the thought of this was vain. 

Then let my Soul, though Fleſhand Blood, repine; 

Ponder on that, ſhall make them both Divine z 

But why, O fooliſh Fleſh, ſhak'ſt thou at this, 

Shrinkſt thou from that which thy beſt Phyſick is, 

Thou art Earth born, from it thou didſt deſcend, 

And here grown Sick, thou canſt not eaſily mend, 

Till eward thy Native Countrey thou repair; 

And draw thy Meditations that cold Air. 

Change but this Air, and think upon thy End) 

Thy Sin will leſſen, and thy Soul will mend. 

For as at Sea, when Clouds put out the Stars, 

When Winds from Heaven, and Waves from Earth make 
And mad brain'd Sailers all the Decks o*re whelm, (Wars, 
The Pilate fadly ſitting at the Helm, 

Better direCts the Ship where it ſhould go, 

Than all their wild Endeavourscan : even fo 

When through the Worlds dark Storms we ſend, 

One quiet Pilot fitting at the End : 


'One thoughr of Death our Courſe more right doth guide, 


Than all the vam Works of our Life beſide. 
Theſe thoughts will make thoſe which our Souls blood quaff, 
Like Horſeleeches ſtrow'd ore with Duſt, fall off: 
If then to think of Death be ſo, Oh;why 
Should any think ic is not good to die ? 
That of alf things that Mortals fear and ſhun, 
Doth hurt or grieve us leaſt when it is done : 
This it the Port, this is Sins perfect Core, 
Tull our Grave cover us, we ncre are ſure : 
"This: 
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This only laſt remains, thither let's haſt, 


Sinc: Fleſh and Blood ſtill longs to know what's laſt : 


It ever hath belong'd to Mortal Wights, 
That ſeveral Heads take ſeveral Delights, 
Some unto good, and ſome to bad have will; ' 
But leaving that which Idelight in : ill. 

I joy in three which few can diſcommend, 
And moſt deſire next toa conſtant Friend ; 
And theſe are they that draw me moſt along, 
A well writ Book, a Piture, and a Song ;, © 
Bur as for Wealth, in which moſt take delight, 
I get it not, nor of it dol write ; 

But of thoſe things endeavour brought me to, 
I ſomewhat know, and ſamewhat I can do, 
And theſe I love, and they do love to be 

With ſuch as love and ſeek their company : 
But will they ſtay with me, Oh no, alas, 
They were belov'd long time before I was : 


And when their Lovers died, they'd ſhroud and ſpread, 


Nor will they go with me when I am dead : 
Some Learned Friend perhaps may on my Herſe 
Scatter ſome Lines, and ſtrew the Cloth with Verſe 
Painting perchance may gild ſome Flag or Banner, 
And ſtick it on my Coffin for mine Honour 
Muſick may ſing my Dirge, and tell all Ears 
Ilov'd that Art which now their Scnces hears- 
And when'tis done, and I no more can havez 
Nothing will tarry with me but the Grave : ,- 
And 'tis moſt juſt, for here 1 did receive them, 
I found them when I came, and herel leave them. 
But will the things L want, and others have | 
Accompany their Owners tothe Grave. ? +» 
Will Beanty go; and ſtrength in Death appear, 
Will Honour, or proud Riches tarry there ?. 
They all ſay, nay, for ler grim Death draw near, 
2auty Jooks pale, and Strength doth faint for fear : 
Ther's little Luſt or Pride in naked Bones, 
And Honeur fits on Cuſhions, not cold Stones 
Nay, ask our Friends, that when we are in Health, 
Would die ſor love ofus, or for our Wealth. 


Mark 
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| £ Mark what they ſet their Hands to, view it well, 
Your Friend till Death, but once being dead, fare well. 
Nought then will tarry but the Grave, for note, 
How of a man new dead men talk by Rote ; 
This was his Wife, ſaith one, this was his Land. 
This was his Friend, that was his Building, and 
This was his Wealth, that his chiefeſt Bliſs, 
And thus they lk a while of what was his: 
But walk the Church-yard, and thou ſhalt have 
Report, till Dooms-day, ſay, this is his Grave : 
If Kings and Queens then can no more procure, 
Novght but my Grave will tarry with me ſure. 
Why therefore ſhould I ſtrive to pet ſuch Things, * 
4 Since what the World contains no Surety brings, 
Like men that claſp at Spirits, catch the Air, 
So while we look after the thivgs ſeem fair, 
And gripg at all the World to ſerve our Luſt, 
It through our Fingers ſlips, and leaves but duſt ; 
Yet ſtill the nearer Death we grow in Years, 
This ſcraping Humour in us more appears, 
And drowns not till we fink, ſo muſt it be, 
For dying men will graſp at all they ſee 
While they can ſee, when Sence fails, farewell aſl, 
The World's too heavy, then they let it fall. 
Though we are born clutch-fiſted, when we die 
We ſpread our Palms, and let them ſlip by ; 
And then when nothing elſe will with us ſtay, 
We muſt our ſelves remain with Earth and Clay ; 
Since all I want here, God gives, and I have, 
What can I more expect now but my Grave ? 
Here muſt we be, and where elſe ſhall we reſt ? 
Is not a mans own Houſe, to ſleep in, beſt ? 
If this be all our Houſe, they are to blame, 
That brag of the great Houſes whence they came ; 
And evermore their Speech they interlace, 
I and my Fathers Houſe, Alas! Alas! 
What is my Fathers Houſe, and what am I * 
My Fathers Houſe is Earth, where I mult lye, 
And1I a Worm, no man, that fit no room, 
Till like a Worm 1 o_ into my Tomb 
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This is my Dwelling, this my trueſt home, 
A Houſe of Clay beſt fits a Houſe of Lome ; 
Nay *us my Houſe, for I perceiveI have 
In all my Life, ne*re dwelt out of a Grave ; Tr 
The Womb was firſt my Grave, whence ſince I roſe 
My Body Grave-like doth my Soul incloſe, 

Dying each Night, lyes buryed in my Bed 

My Body like a Corps with Sheets oreſpiad, 

O're which my ſpreading Teaſtures large extent, | 
Born up with Antiques, makes my Monument 3 | 

And o're my head perchance ſuch things may ſtand, 
WhenlI am quite run out'in Duſt and Sand ; | 
My cloſe low bnilded Chamber to my Eye, | 
Like to a Chappel ſhews,whereinT lye, 

While at my Window pritty Birds do ring - 

My Knell, and with their Notes my Obits ing * 
Thus when the days vain toil my Soul hath weard 
I in my Body, Bed, and Houſe, lie buryed. 4 
Then havel little cauſe to fear my Tomb, © = ' 
When this wherein 1live is my Grave become 3 | 
' Nay, we do not only our ſelves intomb, - © © 
But make for others, Graves In our own Womb, 
Creatures of Sea and Land we in them bury, 

And at their Funerals are blith and merry, 

Who groanto ſerve us thus, 'and die unwilling, 

How can we then live long, who live by killing ? 
Methinks we ſhould neither eat nor drink, | 
But ſtrait to dig our Graves we ſhould bethink ; 
For ſince by their dead Bodies we are fed, 

I wonder all this while we are not dead : 

Tt is 2n old ſaid Law, yet ſtyl in requeſt, 

When Belly is full, then Bones would be at reſt. 

Well, have wefed the Fleſh? and from Sins Cup, 

Have drunk Iniquity like waterup ; 

The Creatures we have eaten flead and ſhorn, 7 
The Fruits from Earth to feed us, we have torn. | J 
Are wenot ſatisfied, Oh ſure ?tis beſt, 

T het afcer all we get our Bones to reſt, 

And no where can the Fleſh true ſſumber have, 
But in our trueſt home, our homely Grave ; 
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There we ſleep ſound, there let the Tempeſts roar, 
The Worlds proud Waves ſhall daſh on us no mcre 
Wre all deluded, vainly ſearching ways, 

To make us happy. by the length of days * 

For cunningly to make*s protract this breat h, 
The Gods conceal the happineſs of Death ; 

We are at home, and ſafe, whatever comes, 

Let them-fight on, we ſhall not; hear their Drums ; 
Let thoſe be doted on, now love, or hate, 

It ſhall not grieveus, though they prove ingrate; 
Yea, let them praiſe, or rule, we lie aloof 

Qut of their reach, our ſlecp is Cannon proof ; 
And we but ſleep, for as we ctoſe our eyes, 

Each night we go to Bed in hopes to riſe ; 

So do we die, for when the Trump doth blow, 

We ſhall as eaſily awake we know, 

And as we after {leep, our Bodies find 

More freſh in ſtrength, and chearfully inclin'd ; 

So after Death, our Fleſh here dead and dried. 

- Shall riſe Immortal, new and purified ; | 

If this be true, why make we no more haſt, 
*Tis time to ſleep, day fails, Night draws on faſt, 
Let's get us home, for as the Evening Sun, 
Looking us in the face when day is done 

Makes us caſt longer Shadows, ſo when Death 
Looks in our face through Age; .and claims our Breath, 
We caſt his ſhadow long off from our ſight, 
Yet may we know right well 'tis almoſt night, 
And when we ſee night come in frowning Skies, 
What man willnat go home, if he be wiſe ? 

Here let him come, this Houſe 1s of ſuch faſhion, 
The Tenant ne're ſhall pay for Reparation, 

There ſhall the Due not wet him, Cold not harm him, 
There ſhall no Sumger weather over warm him. 
From thence he?! fMd,whenthither he is gone, 

A private Walk to Heaven for *mſelf alone : 

Why do we not then go ? Are Fleſh and Blood 
'The hinderers that clog us from our Guod ? 

Oh! ric thy ſelf at home, and caſt off thoſe, 

What wiſe man ever went to bed in's Cloaths ? 

| B 2 
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Shall we that know how after this Life ends, 
An Everlaſting one for us attends, 
Grieve to lay down theſe rags for Earth to keep, 
That we a while may take a nap of Sleep. 
Then were we worſe than children : for but ſay, 
That they to morrow ſhall. have Holy-day, 
They?l ſtreight to bed, and put off all Apparel : 
Then ceaſe, my Fleſh, with Heavens Decree to quarrel, 
And with theſe words reduce thy Thoughts'that come, 
He that dies firſt, ſhall-only firſt go home z 
But when thy Fleſh-hither to thee prepares, 
Say, as when thou goeſt'to bed, thy Prayers 3 
Since he moſt off forgets himſelf in Death, 
That thinks not of his God that gives him breath ;; 
Invoke his Mercy e*re thy reſt thou take, 
For as thou fall'ſt aſleep, ſo ſhalt thou wake ; 
This Honſe, of which before we have been telling, 
Is but a ſleeping Chamber, not a Dwelling : . 
For when thou wak'ſt, this Houſe no more ſhall hold thee; 
But that whereof the bleſſed Apoſtle told thee, | 
Saying, If this our earthly Houſe ſhall once decay, 
We have a Houſe not made by hands with Clay, 
But in the Heavens, Eternal bleſt is he, 
Whom thou, O Lord, admitteſt there to he, 
He .:: thy Courts ſhall dwell, thy Temples ſtore 
Shall in thy Houſe fill-him for evermore”; 
But ſtay, my Soul, thou canſt not yet come thither, 


Thy Wings are clog'd, and thou more ſtrength muſt gather: 


Mean time till from the Earth thou get'ſt free ſcope, 
Even in thy Grave thy-Fleſh ſhall reſt }n Hope.. 


Meditations: on Sleep;. 


== Night is come like to the Day, 
Depart not thou, great God away ; 
Let not my fins, black as the Night, 
Ecclipſe the luſtre of thy Light ; 

Keep ſtill ih my Horizon, for to me: 
The S7 makes not the Day, but thee z; 
Thou-whoſe Nature cannot ſleep, 

On my. Temples Centinel keep;, 
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Guard me againſt thoſe watchful Foes, 
Whoſe Eyes are open while mine cloſe, 


Let no Dreams my Head infeſt, 

But ſuch as Jacobs Temples bleſt; 
WhiPſ{tI do reſt, my Soul adyance, 
And make my reſt an holy Trance, 
That I may, my reſt being wrought, 
Be wak't intoſome holy thought, 
And withan active vigour run 

My Courſe, as doth the nimble'S ; 
Sleep is a Death, Oh make me try, 
By ſleeping, what it is to dye ; 

And as gently lay my head 

On my Grave, as now my Bed ; 
How ere reſt, great God, let me 
Awake again at laſt with thee ; 

And thus afſur'd, beholdI lye 
Securely whether to wake, or dye 
Theſe are my drowzy Days, in vain: 
I do now wake to ſleep again : 


Oh come that hour, when I ſhall neyer 


Sleep no more, but wake for ever.. 


Thus ſhallI take leave of the Su, 


Deſiring fleep till th* Reſurrection. 


Againſt Drowzineſs.. 


Permit not ſluggiſh ſleep 


To cloſe your waking Eye, 
Till you with Judgment deep 


Your dayly Actions try ; 


He that his ſins as Darlings keeps, 


When he to quiet goes, 


More deſperate is, than he that fleeps. 


Among his mortal Foes ;. 


At Night lye down prepar'd to have x 
Thy ſleepthy Death, thy Bed thy. Grave, . 


On 


1. 
On Patience. 


Patience 1s the Poor mans Walk, 
Patience is the Dumb mans Talk, 
Patience is the Lame mans Thighs, 
Patience is the Blind mans Eyes. 
Patience is the Poor mans ditty. 
Pa tience is the Ex1Pd mans City. | 
Patience the ſick mans B:d of Down. 
Patsence is the Wiſe man Crown. 
Patzence ts the live mans Story. 

. Patience 1s the dead mans Glory, 
When your Troubles do controul, 
In Patience poſleſs your Soul . 


Promerly, when I have ſeriouſly thought and remembred my 
Vow in Bapriſzn, it hath made me couragjous to fight againſt 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Dewil, which hath made me oftentake 
up Refoju:ions, that I would ſcorn to be a Coward :: but as, Fools 
make a mock at Sin, ſo have I deceived. my ſelf by too-cager pur- 
ſuing Worldly Vanities,.” thinking to have found - undermcon 
Comforts, till TI found my ſelf beſet with Snares, and that there 
were bitter things written againſt me, which pierced. me with: ſor- 
rows, and | was almoſt in deſpair, had I not been ſuſtained with 
theſe Comforts following, which hath ſince much refreſhed me, and 
vanquiſhed the Tempter, ſo that now I do rejoyce in God my Sa- 
viour, and the Lord hath thus fpoken.. Oh »zy. Beloved, why feareſt 
ther, and art ſo caſt down, and arſqueeted within thy ſelf ? Doſt thou 
well ts be angry with my Chaſeiſements? And imhby art thou offended 
that I ſhould make thee like p:y felf t: Cauſing” thee:ro walk in the way 
of inward and outward Griefs, which I'did:trexdbefore' thee. Why 
refuſ-ſt thou to take up my Crofs and' follow. mts.and to taſte of that 
Ci:p which I d: ank before., and for thee ? ( Fhe Soul Oh Locd, give 
me of thy Spirit, and all tronble with thee, or for thee, ſha} be 
ſweet unto me. What ever thou didft, Oh Lord; it was for me z 
and if I were fo diſpoſed, as I ſhould; -then would I be content to 
bear all that thou my God ſhouldſt be pleaſed co lay upon me. But 
alas! i: iSmy curſed Corruptions that makes me think thy Croſs 
my Burthen. - Lord therefore vphold me by thy Grace, that I 
may count thy Yoak eafic, and find joy in theſe Sufferings with 
Wc. * | | The 
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TheLord. 7 know the Cauſe of thy Grief and Terrour to be the 
Conſideration of thy Sins. But 1 pray thee, Why lookeſt thou ſo to thy 
Sins, that thou leokeſt not to my IMercies ? Why wouldjt thou ſo extol 
thy evil Deeds, that thou ſhouldſt extenuate my rich Mercies, or any 
way Compare the one with the other ! Was it for thy good Deeas that 
1 aid firſt enter into Friendſhip with thee? And thinkeſt thou now that 
for thy evil Deeds I will utterly forſahe thee ? Seeing it 1s among my 
Praiſes, that the Work which IT have begun, I will perfett it. Tlike 
zt well indeed, to ſee thee grieved for the Sims thou haſt committed a- 
gainſt me: But I would alfo have thee comforted in the Mercies that 
1 have ſhewed thee : Call ro mind my Works of old, & what I have done 
to thee ſmce thou canſt remember, How cared I for thee inthy young and 
tender Years ? Look back now and ſee. Did not the Angel of myPreſence 
lead thee when thou hadſt no wiſdom nor ſtrength to govern thee ! Did 
not 1 then begin to acquaint thee with the Knowledge and Fear of my 
Name ? Canſt thou deny now that my Mercy preſerved thee from mas: 
ay Sins whereunto thy Natur was prone, and ready to have declined ? 
And when thou ſinnedſt, with what long patience have I] waited thy 
turning, and how lovingly have 1 winked at thy Tranſgreſſions * And 
when I had given thee Grace to repent of thy Sins, and to ſeck for my. 
Favour __ Mercy for the Sins of thy youth,with a melting heart and a 
enourning eye. Canſt thou deny that 1have filled thy Heart with my 
Toys,and made thy tongue to burſt out in ſinging and glorying Speeches ? 
And why then wilt thou not truſt in my Mercies to the end ? 

( The Soul ) T were, O Lord, moſt unthankful if I ſhould not 
confeſs,that many a time in the multitude of my thoughts, thy 4er- 
cies have comforted me. But alas! I have not anſwered thy Loving 
Kindneſs ; for after many Mercies received, I have ſinned againit 
thee contrary to my Light ; and my ſins are now before me, witgeſ- 
ſing that I am unworthy to taſte of the ſweetneſs of thy MercieFany 
more. ( The Lord) 1s my Mercy only for a Day, or aTear ! Or is 
zt for ever and ever towards thoſe that T have made mine in Chriſt Je- 
ſus? Wilt thou reſtrain my Mercies, and limit them within thy narrow 
Bounds, as tothink they cannot be extended over all thy Tranſgreſſions? 
Wilt thou meaſure my Mercies with ſo narrow a ſpan,as to think that [ 
bave no more to give than thou haſt to receive, Is it not among my 
Praiſes, That I am able to do exceeding abundantly.above zll that 
my Children can ask, or think, of me. Kzoweſt thou not, that as the 
Heavens are above the Earth, ſo are my Thoughts above thine ? Haſt 


tho not conſidered that my Mercy is above all my Works * How much 
740Le 
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more then 1: 17 above thee, who art nothing in compariſon of my mig! 

ty Works * And if 1t be above thee, how much more above all thou canjt 
do. Why ther wilt thou match thy Sins with my Aercies? If I require 
ſuch Mercy in my Children,that [ will bave them to forgive one another, 


not ozly ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven times. What pitty, com- * | 


paſſion, and readineſs to forgive 15 in my ſelf. Therefore my Beloved, » 


deſpair not for the multitude of thy Sins ;, but be comforted with my 
Promiſes of Mercy. Thave made them without Exceptions of Sins - 
For albeit they were Sins of Scarlet, they ſhall be made white as Wool. 
1 have made them without exception of Perſons, For whoſoever ſhall 
depart from his Wickedneſs and turn to me, I will receive him. Let this 
threefold Univerſality of my Promiſes ſuſtain thee, that thy Infidelity 
contratt not my Mercy into narrower bounds than I bave extended 
them, ( The Soul ) Be merciful, O Lord to my Infidelity. I be- 
lLieve in part, Lord, help my Unbelief. Eſtabliſh and confirm my 
unſtable heart with thy good Spirit. My Conſcience doth in ſuch 
fort condemn me, that I ſtand in fear of thy Juſtice ; for thou art 
greater than my Conſcience, and wilt much more condemn me, if 
thou doſt enter into Judgment with me. ( The Lord ) Oh my Be- 
loved, conſider that the Cauſe of thy preſent Unquietneſs is, becauſe 
with the one Eye thou lookeſt tothy Sins, and my Fathers Fuſftice, and 
with thy orher Eye lookeſt not to me, in whom his Fuſtice is ſatisfied, 
and thy Sins puniſhed already. Tell me, I pray thee, Thinkeſt thou in 
thy felf,, roget ſuch a Holineſs of thy Diſpoſition, that which ſhall 
exempt thee from the Fear of hs Juſtice ? Or art thou content to ſeek it 
in me? If inthy ſelf thou ſeekeſt it remember what thou art doing. Wilt 
thou have the Lord bound and oblieged to thee? Wilt thou be thy own Sa- 
viour ? Or ſhall it be ſaid, His Mercy Saved thee not. If no miſer 
were in thee, whereupon ſhould his Mercy be manifeſted ? And if thy wi 
roſition in the Earth be ſuch as it ſhould be,then what remains,but that 
the Praiſe of his Mercy ſhould fall to the ground. Turn thee therefore 
ro me, and feekthy Life in me. If thou wilt know what t« thine, thou 
art a $:nner. Let my Praiſe be reſerved to my ſelf. Iam thy Saviour. 
Eſtecmeſt thou that my words are ineffettual, or that there is no force 
in my Suffering. Counteſt thou thy Sins ſo deadly,that myMerit & Ver- 
tue Cannot cure them: IWill a Phyfitian pour out a rare Ointment either 
where no need 1: ,or where it cannot profit : aud thinkeſt thou that my Fa: 
ther would have my Blood to be ſhed in vain. If his Juſtice terrifies thee, 
remember his Juſtice was ſatir:fied in me, and that he pronounceth this 
Sentence Himſelf; This 18 my Beloved Son in whom I am well plea- 
ſed. I came into the I 11d, net tocall the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance, Tarry not 
from me vecauſe thou art a Sinner but for that Cauſe come unto mey9 I will refreſh thee (The 
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( The Soul ) 0h Lord, I know there is 4 cleariſig 484 ve conciling 
Ferruein thy Blood, That Life is in thy Death. But ſ:# 7 fear my 
Sins deſerve that thoy ſhouldſt never apply thy Vertue, nor thy Oferits 
rome © for alas, I find that the Old Han t@ts {iwvety ang ſtrong i HC 7 
and that rhe motions of Sin have power 1» me to brinr forth Fruat s 11 
ro Death. (The Lord ) B2 not I pray thee injurious to thy felf 1n 
the work of my Grace in thee ; Complain not of thy Corruptions: 
But that thou mayſt giv2 unto me my own praiſe. Canſt thou de- 
ny but thou haſt felt my Power working in thy Soul ? Have I not 
ſprinkled thy Conſcience many times with the purifying and pa- 
cifying Blood of Chriſt, from which hath flowed to thee ſuch a 
witneſling of good things, ſuch a ſence of Mercies, 2s for the time 
hath filled thy heart wich Joys, & thy mouth wi.h Songs of Praiſe? 
Havel not ſtirred thee up ſometimes with great fervency to call up- 
on the Name of the Lord ? Have I not made thee to give Chriſts 
Name a publickTeſtimony with thine own diſadvantage ?And how 
often hath thy heart been effectually moved at the hearing of my 
Word, in ſuch ſort, that it wrought in thee a holy Remorſe, and an 
inward Contrition for Sin, which hath broken out into tears ? 
Havel not made thee to wreſtle againſt thine inordinate Luſts ? 
Have I not given thee Scrength many a time to ſtand againſt Sarans 
Temptations ? Whereas if I had lefc thee to thy ſelf, how ofcen 
hadſt thou been made a Prey to thine Enemy ? Remembreſt thou 
not that the Tempter hath often aſſaulted thee ? But I have with- 
drawn the occaſion of Sin : and when the occaſion hath ſerved, did 
I not reſtrain and hold back the Tempter ? Yea, when both the oc- 
caſton andTempter were preſent,have l not filled thy heart with the 
Fear and Love of my Name, and ſo kept thee from finning againſt 
me ? And whereas many times of thy weakneſs thou haſt offended, 
Did not I with a melting heart and mourning eye raiſe thee again, 
and renew my former familiarity with thee ? So that thou cant ne- 
ver ſay, from the firſt hour that I begun to renew thee, that I have 
{uffered thee tolye in thy Sin, as I have done others that arc S. ran- 
gers to my Grace ; and many notable Effects of my working in 
thee, thou canſt not deny. Are not theſe the undoubted Tokens of 
my Grace in thee ? Will Nature do ſuch things ? Mayſt thou not 
feel by theſe, that I have begun to apply to thee Ciriſts Merits 
for the Remiſſion of thy Sins, and Chriſts Vertue for quickening 
thee to a new Life ? Therefore think of thy ſelf as barely as thou 
wilt; but let the Work of my Grace be eſtecmed by thee accord- 
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;ns tothe excellency of it. Be humble and caſt down when thou 
lookeſt on thine own corruption. I find no fault with thee, but I 
rejoyce and am glad of the new Workmanſhip which I have begun 
in thce. Indeed if there were nothing in thee but that which thou 
haſt by nature, thy ſtate were very miſerable : but ſeeing thou find- 
eſt a new Workmanſhip in thee, be comferted. Art thou in Dark- 
neſs, that there is no Light in thee ? Or doth Sin poſleſs thee, that 
beſides it, alſothere is nota Will inthee to do Good, and a Love 
to Righ.eovſnels. If thou ſaiſt that thou haſt no Sin 1n thee,thou art 
a Lyer. And if thou faiſt thou haſt no other thing in thee but Sin, 
thou art alſo a Lyer. And thinkeſt thou that ſeeing T have begun to 
tranſlate thee into my Light, and to make thee a new Creature, 
thinkeſt thou that I will cave theetjll I have done, till I have done 
my Work in thee. Therefore my Beloved give not ſuch car to Sa: 
ran and thy own Corruptions, as to take this Teſtimony againſt 
me, or make thee think that my Pledges which 1 have given thee, 
are not worthy of Credit, that by hex: thou ſhouldit be aſſured of 
my Mercy. ( The Soul) 7 cannot deny, O Lord, but that many 
times I have felt the ſweetneſs of thy heavenly Conſolations, which havs 
ereatly-rejoyced my Soul, But alas ' my grief i ſo much the more, that 
by my own Defaults I ſhould now be deprived of them « for I have grie- 
ved thy Holy Spirit ; yea, 1 have done what I could to quench him,and 
therefore it 15, that the Con:forter who was wont to refreſh my Saul, z3 
away, nor earn I feel his Preſence with me as before. ( The Lord ) 
Becauſe I am not changed, thereforeit is that ye, O Sons of Jacob, 
are not couſimed : many are the Changes indeed whereunto you 
zre ſubject, bur I remain the ſame, and there is no ſhadow of alte- 
ration with me. Be not therefore afraid, O my Beloved, nei:her 
(Kcem thy ſelf to be rejected of me ; albeit that ſometimes I kide 
ny face from thee. All my ways are Mercy and Truth io mine. 'It 
is for thee that ſometimes I go from thee, and it is for tliee that 
gain I do return unto thee: for if 1 come, it is for thy Conſolation, 
that continual heaviveſs ſhould not oppreſs thee by thy manifold 
T<mptations, How often haſt thou found t':js when thou wett ſick 
of Love: I have ſtreng:hened thee with Flagons of my cwn, and 
comforted thee wi. my Apples : my Fruit hath bcen ſweet jn thy 
mouth, and ] Hav. put my Left-hand under thy Hea'', ard with 
my Right-hand 1 have imbraced thee. But leaſt the greatneſs of 
my Conſolaitions ſhould exalt thee to diſdain thy Brother, ard of- 
fend me, by imputing that o thy own diſpoſition, winch thou haſt 
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5 
of my Diipenſation, I have again withdrawn theſe glorious feelings 
from thee ; give me the Praiſe, that I know beſt what is expedient 
for thee. Had my Servant St. Paul need to be humbled with the 


Buffets of Satay, leaſt he ſhould be exalted aboye meaſure by the 


greatneſs of his Revelations ? And haſt not thou need, that by thy 
inward ExerciſesI ſhould hold thee humble? If my Comforts were 
always preſent with thee, thou wouldſt think thy Heaven, thy per- 
manent City, were here on Earth, and ſo ceaſe to enquire for a bet: 
ter to come;thou wouldſt take the place of thy Baniſhment for thy 
Home, and thy Earneſt for thy Principal Sum which I have pro- 
miſed thee.Conſider this wiſely with thy ſelf,and albeit laughnor 
alike on thee at all times, and fill thee not always with Joys, yer I 
always love thee ; for whom I love, it is tothe end ; If I cloſe the 
Door of my Chamber upon thee, it is not to hold thee out, but to 
leave thee to knock : If Icover my ſelf with my Veiles, that thou 
canſt not ſee a glance of my Countenance, it is only to ſtir thee up 
to ſeek me: and if ſometimes 1 ſeem to go from thee,it is to provoke 
thee to follow me,that thou mayſt make haſt from Earth toHeaven, 
where thou ſhalt injoy me without Intermiſſion. Was Foſeph ſo 
wiſe, as to conceal his tender Afﬀections from his Brethren, till he 
had brought them to an humble acknowledgment of their Sin : and 
was he again ſo loving,that when he ſaw them humbled, his Aﬀecti- 
ons were inflamed, and compelled him to reveal himſelf unto them. 
And thinkeſt thou that I am leſs wiſe and loving in dealing with 
mine. I gave at firſt, ſharp Anſwers to the Petitions of that Woman 
of Canaanyand ſo will I ſometimes ſeem to deal roughly with thoſe 
whom Llove, and to be angry even with their Prayers, but in the 
end I will make my Love manifeſt to them, and with my endleſs 
Mevcies embrace them. ( The Soul ) Suffer me once again, Lord 
to ſpeak, that thou mayſt anſwer me, and 1 ſhall complainno more, If 
we ſaw that ſuch were our Diſpoſitions, as thy moſt Holy Word doth re- 
quire 11 us, then ſhould thy Comforts rejoyce us. But alas ! How far 
am I from that which I ſhould be ; my ſtrength is infeebled, therefore 
do my mnordinate Aﬀettions of tent: mes overcharge me : If 1 turn me to 

ray, 1 cannot for the hardneſs of my heart : the contrite Spirit, the 
melting heart, and mourning Eye are gone from me : If I ſeth Comfort 
in thy Word, I findit not , 1 am troubled alſo with doubtings, Armies 
of Fears ana Terrours are againſt nie, and all through the weakneſs of 
my Faith,and partly for want of that Light which ſhould inform me,y 
infidelity abateth me, to thinkthas thy Vifitations came from thine 2x- 
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cer, and canuſeth me to anſwer the Erronrs of my Ccnſcience as if they 
were juſt Accuſations, and partly for want of that apprehbending and 
applymg Vertue that 1s in Faith : 1 am ſpoiled of my Comfort that thy 
Word hath offered unto me. Therefore, O Lord, have pitty on the de- 
ſelate State of my poor Soul. ( The Lord ) Let not, my Beloved, 
the conſideration of thy Wants, Defects, and Imperfections dif: 
courage thee 3 remember that the meaſure of my Grace which 1 
have given to my Saints upon Earth, I have called it an Earneſt- 
Penny, and- Firſt Fruits of the Sprrit, to tell them, that what ever 
Grace they have gotten, it is nothing in compariſon of that which 
they will get \ ſcek not that therefore in Earth which I have reſo]- 
ved no ways to give it thee, till thou doſt come to Heaven. Thy 
Blelſedneſs in-this Life ſtands not in a ſaciety and full injoying of 
that which thou wouldſt have in a hungring and thirſting for it. If 
] had pronounced them happy and bleſſed, that are now ſatisfied 
with righteouſneſs, then thy wants might have moſt juſtly diſcqu- 
raged thee ; but I called them bleſſed that hunger. If thou therefore 
doſt follow after Sanitification, and art weary of the ſervitude of 
thy fins 3 if thou ſhouldſt ſeek comfort in my Word, and couldſt 
find none of theſe at the firſt as thou wouldſt , yet remember that I 
have promiſed to fulfil the Deſires of thoſe that fear me : if it doth 
grieve thee that thou canſt not pray at all times alike, remember 
that ny Children are often times ill Judges of themſelves, and that 
their Eſtate is not always to be meaſured by their feeling; for ma- 
ay Prayers nay be made by them to me by my Spirit, with ſighs and 
ſobs that they themſelves are not able to expreſs, yet are known to 
me, and are like loud crying Voices, which I cannot but anſwer. 
{ The Soul) Oh my Soul, content thee with the Lords Dſpenſations, 
and doubt not but all thy Wants and Deſires that are holy 0; once be 
ſatisfied, remember how careful thy Saviour was of the People that fol: 
luwed him ; | have compaſſion ( ſaith he ) on thefe People, becauſe 
they have nothing to eat,they havecontinued with me already three 
days, I will not let them depart faſting, leaſt they faint by the way. 
O moit ſweet and comfortable Speeches, they ſeck_not from him, and he 
#5 careful to give them. If he was ſo careful to ſatisfie their bodily Ne- 
ceſſities, will he neglett the Spiritual Neceſſities of his own choſen Ones : 
they followed vim three days, and he counted it a long time ;, they are to 
go from Him, and he feareth leſt they ſhould faint. Oh my diſtruſtful 
Sol, wilt thox once learn te.truſt in the Mercies of thy God aſſuredly ? 
Will net he ſatiate thee wha ſeeks Him ? Will not he auſwer thee who 
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cyyes unto Him? Will he not care for thee who haft waited upon Him , 
not oply three days, but manyTears?* And will he let thee faint in fol- 
lowing of Him, who would not let them faint in goin from Him. O 
ſweet Sawvour ! happy are thoſe that truſt in thee : Lord, therefore 11- 
ercaſe my Faith in thee, that nothing may ever be able to ſunder mie 
from thee, ( The Lord ) As for the weakneſs of thy Faiih, which I | 
ſee is the ground of all thy trouble, it prececdeth either from the 
want of knowledge, or clſe from the want of Application. 1t is 
indeed a ſpecial benelit to have the Mind enlightned with true 
Light : ſeek therefore my Light to ſhine into thee, by continual 
Prayer, and ſcarching the Scriptures, that thou be not troubled 
with the Errour of Conſcience, as if it were a juſt Accuſation : I 
have ſet Conſcience indeed to be aWarner unto thee.,-but then ſhalt 
thou take heed to her Warnings, when they are warranted by my 
Word: if the errour of Conſcience terrific thee in any thing, and 
make thee think that thy Croſſes and Viſitations do ccme from 
mine anger, go and inform Conſcience betier by my Word : re- 
member, Whom I chaſtiſe, I love. And when I chaftiſe thee, I am not 
ſeeking ſatisfaCtion to my Juſtice, what marvel, ſuch Thoughts diſ- 
quiet many. Conſider, I pray thee, that notable Promiſe of mine 
made to my Servant Davrd, and in him, to all the reſt of my Sazrrrs; 
If they break, my Statutes, 1 will viſit their Tranſgreſſions with Rods, 
yet my Loving Kindneſs will I not take from them, neither alter my 
Covenant for ever, ( The Soul ) Oh Word full of Comfort gny Soul, 
forget 1t never; that when his Rods are laid upon thee, yet his Loving 
Kinaneſs 1s not taken from thee, and though thy Tranſgreſſions be ma- 
ay, yet will he not alter his Covenant with thee : remember it, I ſay, 
that in thy trouble thou give no more place to the Miſconceprions of 
Gods Workings with thee, as Godly Job thought in his trouble, that 
the Lord was purſuing him for hs Sins,and made him poſſeſs the Iniqui- 
tres of hs Youth ; which as yet appears by the Courſe of that Hiſtory, 
was not the Lords Intention. So have I thought many times, that the 
heavy Hand of the Lord laid on me,had proceeded from his Wrath, as if 
he had ſhut up his Mercy in diſpleaſure for ever : but Lord,let thy Mer: 
cy and Light abide with me, that I ſin no more with ſuch diſtruſtful 
Aotions again#t thee: and now Lord, ſpeak on further to thy Servant, 
for thy Comforts have refreſhed me, and rejoyced my Soul. {( The 
Lord ) As for the weakneſs of thy Faith, whicu I ſee is the ground 
of all thy trouble,it proceedeth cither from the want of Knowletlge, 


ar elie from the want of Application, Itis indecd a fpecial benefit 
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to have the Mind enlightned with true Light ; ſeek therefore my 


Light to ſhine jnto thee by continual Prayer, and ſearching of the 


Scriptures,that thou be not troubled with the errour of Conſcience, 
as if it werea juſt Accuſation. Now concerning the weakneſs of 


thy Faith in the Apprehenſion and Application of my Pramiſes : 


remember that I am He, that Will not break the bruiſed Reed, nor 


quench the ſmoaking Flax. What ſmaller thing is there than a grain ' 


of Muftard-ſecd? Albeitif the meaſure of thy Faith were no more, 
yet have I not excluded it from the participation of my Promiſes. 
A loving Father will delight to be holden by the hand of his Chil- 
dren ; and knoweſt thou not, that as a Father ſpareth his Son, to 
will the Lord ſpare them that fear Him. Haſt thou not read, that 
although the Faith of my Servant Jacob was very weak, as thou 
mayſt perceive by the great fear he conceived of his Brother Eſau; 
yet his weak Faith was able to hold me till I bleſſed him. -Be not 
therefore diſcouraged ; for although thou canſt not lay hold of me 
by the hand of ſtrong Faith,if thou canſt but touch the Hem of my 
Garment with thy finger, thou ſhalt draw vertue out of me. Con- 
fider alſo with thy ſelf, that the Faith of my Children is never 
greater, than when their feeling is weakeſt, and leaſt perceived. It 
1s eaſte for every one t9 believe in the midſt of great Feelings, and 
unſpeakable Joys : but when a man can feel no ſenſible Comfort in 
me, and yet believe and truſt in me, and ſtill believe and wait on 
me for Comfort, certainly the-Faith of that man is great : and fuch 
was the Faith of my Servant, who in his greateſt troubles gave me 
this anſwer, Albeit thou ſhouldft lay me, O Lord, yet both againſt Sence 
and Feeling will I trufFin thee. And did not alſo that Woman of 
Canaan, with an invincible Faith cleave to my Mercy, even then 
when ſhe had no feeling of Mercy ; and I gave her no favourable 
anſwer ? For which, in the end, I called her Faith a great Farth, 
C The Soul ) O my Saviour, thou art the Strength whereby I and in 
Temptations, Curſed be be that would make my Soul to conceive wrong= 
fully of thee, Be merciful, O Lord unto me, and never let the malice of 
my Enemies prevail over me. Sweet Feſus,heep the Heart that through 
thy own Grace world fain keep thee. Ard now,mny Sonul,remember, that 
thi is but the time of Fighting ; the ttme of Trinmphing will come, Why 
then ſhall the continuance of theſe resHeſs Afſſaults difſquiet thee ? If 
thou had never been Viftorious but once in all thy Life time, yet what 
Hercy bad it been,that the Lord inthe mid$t of the Battle ſhould make 
thee to Triumph, But thou cans not deny but that many joyful Viltories 
| 20, 
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20m, and before hath the Lord given thee ? Therefore,mwy Soul, rejoice 
and return to thy former reſt, for the Mighty God hath been beneficial 
unto thee : and account every one of as - Temporal Vittories tobe a 
Pledge to thee of the full and final Viftory that once thou ſhalt enjoy 
over all thine Enemies, when the God of Peace ſhall tread Satan under 
thy Feet. O Lord, if ſuch Comforts be in the Croſs, what is in the 
Crown? And if thou giveſ® us ſuch Joy when thou takeſt 14 ints thy 
Hand to corrett us with thy Rod, Lord, what wilt thou make wu to find 
when thou ſhalt imbrace us in thy Arms, and hiſs us with the Kiſſes of 
thy Mouth ? Oh that theſe Feelings might ever abide with me. What 

trouble would not be eaſie, when thy Comforts are preſent ? Surely, O 

Lord, all trouble vaniſhech ſo ſoon as thou doſt begin to glace upon ay 

Soul, Therefore, O my Love, my Light, my Lije, my Joy, my Crown, 

my Glory, my Strength, my Help in time of need, ſiand thou oa-my ſide, 

and I will not fear what amine Enemies can do unto me. O happy time, 

that I eyer knew thee : bleſſed be the Name of the Lord for evermore: 

O Enemy Satan, albeit thy Enmity be troubleſome unto me, yet 1 thank, 
my God through Jeſus Chriſt, that thou art acainſt me,and that he hath 
put me in the Warfare to fight againſt thee, when I conſider that in Pa- 


radice the Lord proclaimed irreconciliable Enmity between thee and 


my Bleſſed Sawiour, the Seed of the Woman, Chriſt Feſins, I account 
my Hope happy, that thou art against me, and that Grace ts given wmto 
2 to fight againſt thee; for thereby I kuow that I am none of thine. 
but I do ſtand on that Side whereof Chriſt is the Captain, all his Saints 
are Souldiers, and the Vittory us moSt certain. O geceitful Serpent, if 
IT have found ſuch Errour ariſing of thoſe Sins which fooliſhly 1 did by 
thy Inticements, what ſhould I have found if I had followed thee in al 


' the re&t? From which the Lords preventing Mercy did keep me. 1 have 


learned by E xperience,that thou art a faithleſs falſe Traytor, thou doſt 
tempt a man to Sin, and then for the ſame Sin that be dia by thy InFti= 
gation, thou art the fir$t that doth accuſe him. The Lord confirm this 
good Purpoſe of my Heart, that T never hearken any more to thy lying 
Words. and ſuffer not my Soul to be circumvented by thy lying Snares, 
which are deceitful. And as for the Warkof my Salvaticn, ſeeing it 1s 
a Work that my God will work in aeſpite of tyee, wherefere ſhal! T re- 
gard thy TeSt1mony. Thou did5t put in queft1on, Whither my Saviour 
were the Son of God ? And what marvel if thou duſt ſay to kis Children, 
that they are none of his. Is there any Truth fo undoubted. but thou 
dare deny it at anytime? Why ſtall T therefore at any time enter in- 


toadifputin, with thee any more? My Salvation ſtandeth not in thy 
QuUET i= 
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qurſtroning, nor in my anſwering, but in the Lords unchangeable De -* 
eree of Ele ion © if thou jhoulſt ſpeak for me, yet ſhould I not be the bet- 
ter ; neitner if 110u ſpeakheSÞ again;t me, am I the worſe, When thou 
aidjt confeſs that Feſus was the Son of God, he rebuked thee,and thought 
it not Honour to Him for to have thy Teſtimony. When thou didſt 
cry out, that Paul and Silas were the Servants of the Moſt High God, 
albeit thou ſpakeſi the Truth, yet did they not accept of thy Teſtimony. 
$2 althouch thou wouldſt ſay to me, that 1 am not the Elett Child of 
God, ſhall I think, my ſelf ever the more unſure for that : and if on 
the contrary, thou ſhouldſt deny it, I am therefore the more ſure of my 
Salvation. Speak, what thou wilt, thou art always a _ like thy 
felf,, as thou haſt been from the Beginning, Curſed of the Lord art thou 
:n all thy ways, and with all thy Confederates. Curſed are all they that 
are in Friendſhip with thee. And Bleſſed for ever be the Lord, who 
hath delivered me from all thy Deceit and Tyranny. Bleſſed be thou, 
O Lord, that it bath pleaſed thee to viſit the baſe Eſtate of thy Sey- 
vant, to ſucoouy me 11 my diſtreſs,and to comfort me with thy Mercies, 
Lord, evermore feed me with this Manna, and' refreſh me with the- 
Sorings of the Water of Life : ſhew at all times ſome of thy Mercy to 
me, that my Enemy Satan, who laboureth to diſquiet me, may be aſha- 
ed. becauſe thou art with me always to ſuccour me. If ye will mark, 
and conſider, you ſhall find that the Children of God; tn all their Temp- 
tations, are not ſo much Doers with their Will, as Sufferers againſt 
their Will : this Cogitation coming in my Mina, ſuddenly Comfort did 
ſpring in the midſt of my Trouble ; God giving me Grace to underſtand 
that theſe Motions wherewith I am trouvled, were not ſo many Attions 
done by me ; for in truth, I do neither like, nor allow of them, but as 
Spiritual Oppreſſions of my Enemy, who ſtill warieth againſt me ſome- 
times with Armies of Fears, ſometimes with Armies-of Doubtings,and- 
with Armies of unclean and wandring Motions, and ſometimes with 
Bands and Troops of Worldly Cares, making Invaſion upon my Soul, 
and labouring to quench the ſparks of Spiritual Life, which the Lord 
had begun in me ; therefore anſwer for me, O Lord, for I ſuffer Vio-- 
lence, my Enemy would oppreſs me, but Lord, my hope i ever inthee, 
fſuccour me with thy ſtrength, and I ſhall live ;, and Lord, smpute not to 
me any of thoſe ſinful Motions which mine Enemy raiſeth againſt me, 
and in me to deſtry my Soul. Conſider this wiſely, O my Soul, and re- 
member it ; God that hath entred thee into this Warfare, and is 4 
Spettaror and Helper, will never reckon up to thee Satans Deeds for 
rnine , aud learn thou wiſely how to diſtinguiſh them, and fant not for 

thems 
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them, but comfort thy ſelf as long as thou art able to ſtand to thy Pg 
reſtation, that thou doſt ſuffer Violence in them, ond canſt. [ay witi, 
the Apo3tle, THIS is not I, but Sin that dwelleth in me. O"Zo;d, 
deliver me from the ragze of this T yrouny 3 many a time have T looked 
to have been ſwallowed up of him, but thou ha#t ſuFtained me, Bleſſed 
be my God for ever, and the Lord be my rength to the end, 0 Lord, 
how can it be poſſible that my Soul can live here in this abſenſe from 
thee, or walk in the midſt of theſe continual Snares, or and againji 
theſe raging Temptations, except it pleaſe thee now and then to ſhe 
thy Face unto me. Joſeph's State in Priſon was not ſo heavy as mine. 
his Temptations in Potiphar®s Houſe were not ſo continual as mine axe, 
And DaniePs Fear in the mid5t of the Lions,was no greater than mine, 
who every day taſted of a thouſand Deaths. Jeremiah: zz a dark, Duzx- 
geon, was not vexed with fuch Horrors as dayly gather rhemſelves $64 
gether about ,and againſt me ; the only comfort of my Soul i; 1n the 
multitude of thy Mercies ,, thou wert with Joſeph, and therefore the 
Priſon was the more pleaſant to him tha Potiphat's Palace, The: 
wert with Daniel, and therefore rhe ragins Liens were peaceable to 
him. O' Lord, be with me, and inc:eaſe thy ſtren;th in my Soul, and 
zt ſhall live, thourh rhe time be not yet come that 1 ſhall appear in thy 
Preſence, and ſee tee, yet Lord, let me have in this Land of my Pil- 

grimage thoſe clances of thy ſweet and loving Couttenance, that may 

ſuStain me ; for thou, Lord, art able to let me ſee as much joy in thy 

ſweet Face. in one hour, as may ſuStain me for ever * and without this 

fight, how can my Faith but fail, my Hope but hover, ard my Life but 

lanzuiſh ? Therefore, O Lord, hide not thy Face from my Soul for ever - 

but as thou doſt acquaint my Soul with Troubles, ſs ler me ſee ar ol! 

times, that as my Sufferings do abound in me, ſo my Conſolarions may 

abound through eſis Chriſt. I know thon always beholdeft ane in Mer- 

cy, but Lord, let me ſee that thou look'ſF upon me, that [ »ay feel thy 

Aercies ſweet unto my Soul ; and let me find every 4:y by g0od Expe- 

rience, that Jeſus Chriſt 1s formed in me, and inable me tolive a holy 

Life here, ſo that I may live with tizee a happy Life hereafter in thy 

Heavenly Kingdom for ever. FE 


—— 
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F thou art Learned, be alſo pious, for Learning finctified, is a: 
Ornament to Grace : but Learning corrupted-is an Advocate 
for the Devil. Call in mind, and oftentimes examine thy elf; ac- 
counting thy ſelf by thy Es Words, and Deeds, eſpecially 
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after mach Buſineſs, Diſcourſes, Paſtimes, &c; Silence is commen- 
dable in things that appertain not to thee, to the end thou mayſt 
the better call to mind the Sufferings of a Crucif'd Saviour, If 
God hath bleſſed thee with an Eſtate, relieve thy Brother, and ſo 
live as having little, yet poſſeſſing all things : for remember that. 
Meat, Drink, and Cloaths are the Riches of a Chriſtian ; and fince 
Chriſt gave Himſelf for thee, well mayſt thou give ſome Fruits of 
thy Labour to thoſe that are his ; let Death be oft-times the Sub- 
jet of thy Meditations, yield thy {&If wholly to God, if thou art 
poor, and haſt nothing to requite iÞh with, but thy Prayers and 
thy ſelf; yet if thou giveſt thy ſelftohis diſpoſal, thou then. giveſt 
all thou haſt ; the Apoſtles left their Ships and their Nets ; the 
poor W:ddow gave only her two Mites to the. Poor-mans-Bax, and 
ſhe was preferred before a wealthy Cre/us. He eaſily diſpoſeth all 
things ef this World, that doth but remember that he muſt dye. 
In open Aflemblies uſe not always Spiritual Things, leaſt thou ſhalt 
be thought ſingular, except thou mayſt edifie- others, and. by thy 


Example, ſtir them up to the like : on all Occaſions preter the Gla- | 


ry of God and his Service above all things ; be a Comfort. to the 
afflicted, reconcile Differences, viſit the Sick and Impriſoned, and 
forget not to relieve the Poor and Needy ; above all things. have 
fervent Love, for Love ſhall cover a multitude of ſins : faſt one 
day in a Month, or oftner, if the ſtrength of thy Body will bear it, 
and remember to diſtribute thine'Alms ;. for faſting and. Alms are 


the Wings of Prayer ; if Perturbations or Diſcontents ariſe in thy 


Mind, apply thy ſelfto Prayer, go notto thy Reſt in Wrath, leaſt 
thou giveſt the Common. Enemy to. Mankind an oppor- 
tunity to ſurprize thee ; beware of. inordinate Cares, leaft you 
diſhonour or deny God ; for ſuch-Cares are needleſs, bruitiſh,boot- 
leſs and heatheniſh. What need we care, when our Heavenly Fa- 
ther knoweth that we have need of theſe things, and faith, Be care- 
Ful for nothing, but let us caſt our Cares upon him, for he careth for 
2: : conſider the Fowls of the Air, and Ravens that he feeds,.they toil 
220t . Which of you by taking care, can add one Cubit to his Stature, or 
Penny to his Eſtate ; for after theſe things the Gentiles ſeek. « repent 
dayiy, let not the Dewit have the Flower of thy Ape,and God the Bran, 
The Spirit of Prayer u far more precious than Treaſures of Gold and 
Silver, Deſpiſe nos the Miniſters of Chri$t, i Chri#t s the 
Werd, and they are his Ambaſſadors of it, God requireth we 
ſhould mortific our Luſts z for Prayer without that is the m_ 
| | Q 
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of a Hypocrite ; Sin bringeth ſhame and ſorrow, hut. Pity hath the 
portion of everlaſting Joys. Let us cloath our ſelves with everlaſt- 
ing Righteouſneſs, it is the {afeſt Armour againſt the Darts of $S3- 
tan. The two Roads that lead to Heaven, are [nnocence and Reyer:. 
france ; Sin 1s the Chriſtians greateſt Sore, and Repentarce the ſureſ: 
Salve : Who then would want the rare Jewel of Repentance, ſince 
if ye ſeek; ye ſhall find ? Thy Soul is Spiritual, thy Body is Fleſh ; 
make not then Fleſh of thy Spirit ; for a habitual Familiarity with 
corrupt Luſts, perverts it into the baſeſt Fleſh : God hath made 
Man a lovely Creature, do not thou make thy ſelf a Monſter : he 
dignifies thee at firſt, to glorifie thee at laſt. Then let not Carnali- 
ty deprive thee of thy Bleſſings ; with thy Sins God will not own 
thee : ifthou luſt, thou haſt loſt the ſenſe of Honour and Glory ; 
ſtudy to recover it by Grace 3 thy Soul is Immortal, and cannot 
dye, thy Body is Mortal, and muſt dye : let not thy Body then be 
preferred before thy Soul, which hath but a Leaſe for Life ; then let 
not a moment be preferred. before Eternity ; ſtudy nor to ſatisfie 
thy Body and negleCt the Salvation of thy moſt precious Soul. Ir is 
madneſs to ſeek the welfare of the Body, and thereby Eternally to 
ruine both Body and Soul : for ſo the Immortal is made moſt dam- 
nably Mortal,and dies to Bliſs, and the Mortal miſerably Immortal, 
and ever living to Wo: remember thy Soul is the Noble Part of 
humane Nature ; wherefore to ſet thy Aﬀections on Earth is infi- 
nitely below thee. Such is thy Nobility, thy Arms are thy Mind 
and thy Will, which were created to embrace Mercy, Truth, Juſtice, 
Charity, &c. With all the Vertues of a Heavenly Life : thy Body 
is Servant to thy Soul, let it tread upon the Earth, for that is like= 
wiſe its Subject let not then the Soul, which is the Sovereign of 
the Body. ſet its Heart upon that Earth on which its Subject ſets 
its Foot. In thy Soul is the Image of God, let it not be ſtained then: 
with the ſimilitude of a Beaſt ; let Reaſon, not Sence divert thee, a 
rational Will, not the Appetite of a Bruit : he that lives a negligent 
and careleſs Life, does what he can to ont. do the Devil in Þis own 
undoing ; for God hath given him Reaſon, and his depraved Na- 
ture acts againſt it. If thou wouldſt be in Eternal Bliſs, aCt like 
Man, bur appear like God, for Heaven hath no room for Beaſts of 
the Earth z a wicked Spirit hath deformed thee, let a Holy Spirit, 
transform thee z every Child of God ſhould maintain his Fathers 
Likeneſs,that he may enjoy his Inheritance. Thy Soul is the Sporte 
of God,the great Creator 1s 1ts MO Creature is worthy tO 
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be thy Match or Mate z then conſult thy Honour $ if thou loveit 
the World, and imbraceſt the Earth; canſt thou hate Adultery 
with men, and be an Adultreſs to God ; let not a Strumpet ſtand 
in thy {ght ; but eſpecially ſufter not thy Heart to run after Vanity 
3 whoring : if-thou falleſt into evil Company, that ſhall court thee, 
Jet not the Devil woo thee.O my Soul, thou Beloved above all Crea- 
tures; that haſt God for thy Husband, Heaven for thy Dowry, and 
Earth for thy Service ; ſuffer not Hell to be thy Parder to dote up- 
on the World, let thy Heart be a Habitation for God and Heaven : 
thy Soul is the Lord ofthy Body,take then thy Bodies Homage, not 
thy own ruine;let thy Soul act theWill of God, & command the will 
of thy Body to act thine: let not thy Body be thy God, leſt thou 
be a Devil to thy ſelf; thy Soul is an Angels Peer, let it not be a 
Companion for Satan ; letnot thy Lordſhip be ſold for Slavery and 
Mifery-; if thou maintainl{t not thy Right, Hell muſt be thy Har- 
bour, Torments thy Terrour, and wicked Spirits thy Company. 
Thy Soul under God 1s the ſupream Sovereign of thy Body ; be not 
then a Subject to thy Subject; let not the Law of the Members be the 
Eaw of the Mind, for the Sexſes are Handmaids to the Soul, and 
ſhe is the Princeſs of Heaven, thy Soul is a free-born Child of Eter- 
nity, Heir of Immencity, the Daughter of Almighty God, who is 
beyond all the Bounds of Time and Being : to whom then oughtſt 
thou to pay thy Dury, but t-: him alJene : thy Body is but a Priſon 
to the Soul, thon art incloſed in the Wall of Mud, and Gates of 
Senſe :- Can there be. more pleaſure in a Priſon-thare in a Pallace ? 
Shall a bodily reſtraint be preferred before the Spirits Liberty ? 
Canſt thou count thy Bondage to be thy Bliſs? Are Chains of Iron 
10 bc eſteemed before the Treaſures of Gold ? Are Fetters hetter 
than Freedom ? Earth 1s but a Jayl to Heaven ; then be not ſo raſh 
as.to prizc thy Jayl before thy Liberty and Delivery, leaſt thou art 
caſt into the Jayl from whence there is no Redemption. It is moſt 
uſt, that the Sou] which prizeth the Devils Chain before Gods Li- 
berty, ſhould have the Devils Priſon inſtead of Gods Pallace, and 
5e for ever his S/ave 1n Hell, that would not be Gods Servant for a 
Time on Earth. Then O thou Beloved Dove of God, fly to thy 
Ccoleſtial Home : belime not thy Spiritual Wings wgth flime and 
madd ; in Heaven 1s thy Treaſure, and wherecanſt tfou-find more 
1 rec{ures to invite thee ? Be not like the Crow, to feed upon Car 
+'0:;, Or like the Blind Beetle, to place thy Bleſſedneſs in Boggs. . 
\{ak not fate of thy 1e3t, to buy.a Jayl, when thou. parteſt. with a. 


Pallace- 
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Pallace for the purchaſe, and bccomeſt a Familiar to Bolts and 
Shacles : thy Soul 1s Gods Jewel, and thy Boay 1s the Casket ; then 
keep thy Body clean, that thy Soul may be the better preſerved ; it 
isa bright Diamond of Heaven, a ſpark of the very Divinity, and 
a Ray of the Divine Glory, ſet tor a time in the Foil of the Fleſh, til 
it pleaſeth God to take it to himſelf, and keep it for ever in his 
Cabinet. O let not thy Soz, that tranſparent Diamond, be an Or: 
nament for the Devils Finger, when it may fit at the Right Hand 
of God, where there are Pleafures for evermore. Thy Sol is the 
Purchaſe of Chriſt, and bought with no leſs than the Blood of the 
Only Begotten Son of God :-then ſell not that for a Trifle which 
coſt thy Saviour ſo great a Price. It is better to enjoy the Riches of 
Eternity, than to purchaſe that which is but Vanity. for a. moment. 
If thy Body be diſtempered, then thou requireſt Phiſick, if it be 
wounded, thou ſendeſt for a Ch:rurgeon.; if naked, it mult have 
Cloaths; and if hungred,it muſt have Food ; for theſe thou ſhouldſt 
depend upon God, for he knoweth all theſe Things are neceſſary, 
and will give ſo much as 1s convenient of them tothee. But when 
thy poor Soul is ſick of Sin, hath wounds of the Spirit, is ſtript of 
its Innocence, and ſtarved for Grace, no Regard is given thereunto, 
not conſidering,that though thou uſcſt humane Helps, yet it is God 
that gives the Bleſſing, and is the Philician both of Soul and Body. 
Thac Soul which acts the Part of a faithful Servant to the Lord,ſhall 
have a double Reward, the Crown of a Sazzt, and of a Sufferer . 
The Soul is Spiritual, but Sin makes it Carnal ; the Soul is Immor- 
tal, ſin is the Death of the So/, and being contaminated therewith, 
it makes us die unto Grace, and to live in Grief : the Soz1 is noble, 
but ſin makes it ignoble : the Sox is Lord, but ſin inſlaves it : the 
Soul is Soveraign, fin brings it into ſubjection : the Soxl is: God- 
like,fin makes-it beaſtial : the Soul is the Spouſe of God, fin makes 
it the Srrumper of the Devil: the Soul is the Jewel of God, in caſts 
it into the Devils Fire : the Soul is a Free-born: Citizen of Heaven, 
fin keeps it in perpetual {mpriſonment : theSoxl is Gods Purchaſe, 
fin cheats God of his due, and the Soz/ of Eternal Blifg. Wouldſt 
thou be truely perfect, Love God with all thy Heart, and thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf. Let thine Eye be always upon God andthy {eif, and 
thou ſhalt never ſee him without Goodneſs, nor thy ſelf without 
Miſery : none ſhall ſee God ſo much as he ts viſible, neither {ſhall 
any love God ſo- much as he is amiable. He that doth not covet to 
tove God more and more, can never love him enough, ta whom. 


God 


[ 3 | 
, Godis alt nall, the World, and all the Delights of it ought to be 
nothing at all. Let us be what God will, ſo we be but his,and let us 
not be what we will our ſelves againſt the Willof God. In the Ser- 
_ vice ofGod there is nothing little enough to be rejeCted. And to 
meditate much upon God 1s good, but the Soxls great Advance- 
ment is Vertue, and it conſiſts in much loving of him ; he to whom 
alone is pleaſing, is diſpleaſed at nothing but that which diſpleaſeth 


God in Divine Matters : a generous Sox! finds greateſt Content-_ 


ment in believing things moſt difficult ; all our Actions take their 
value from their Conformity to the Will of God. Love and Suffer- 


ing are the greateſt Duties we owe to God, they being the two 


Cauſes for which he dyed for us : he that neglects his own Will, 
complies beſt with Gods Will. So love thy Neighbour here upon 
Earth, as thou mayſt enjoy his Love in Heaven :* thou canſt not love 
thy Neighbour too much, but thou mayſt make too much ſhew of 
thy Love to him ; one great Argument of our Love to our Neigh- 
bour, is to bear with his Imperfections ; we ſhould never endure to 
hear any more evil ſpoken of him than of our ſelves ; we ſhould ne: 
ver undervalue any Perſon; theWorkman loveth not that hisWork 

ſhould be deſpiſed in his Preſence eſpecially : wherefore beware, 
for God is preſent every where, and every Man and Woman in the 
World are his Work, It 1s a Spiritual Injuſtice to deſire co know 

the Secrets of others; and to conceal our own. We ought not to 
love our Neighbour only becauſe he is good, or becauſe we hope 
he will be ſo, but becauſe God hath commanded us ſo to do: In ho- 
ly Duties, we ſhould ſpeak little, think much, and do more : it is a 
greatevil not todo good : the Juſt man never dies unprepared 
tor heis prepared for Death who perſeveres in Juſtice to the End. 

Confidenee in an unfaithful man, jn time of trouble, is like a brooken Todth, or a Foot out of 

Foynt : as he that taketh away a Garment in cold weather : and as 

Vinegar is upon Nitre fo is he that ſingeth Songs to one that hath 

a heavy Heart : it 1s no ſhame to be poor, though ſome count it 

acrime; Nature brought us ſo into rhe World, and ſo we muſt rc- 

turn : doſt thou want things that are neceſlary, grumble not, pers 

chance it was neceſlary thou ſhouldſt want them : however, if thou 

ſeckeſt them, let it be by a lawſul Remedy or Meanes. If God do 

not blcis thy Endeavours, yet do thou bleſs him, that knoweth 

what 15 beſt for thee. Thou art God's Patient, preſcribe not to thy 

Pliyſi-1an ; art thou caluminated, examine thy own Conſcience : if 

thou findelſt it ſpotted, thou haſt a juſt Correction ; if not guilty, 
thow 
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thou haſt a very fair Inſtruction ; uſe both, and ſo ſhalt thon diſtil1 
Honey out of Gall, and make to thy ſelfa ſecret Friend of an open 
Enemy if thy Enemy be hungry, give him Bread ; if thirſty, give 
him Drink; thou thereby ſhalt heap Coals of Fire upon his Head, 
and a Reward into thy own boſom. Charity makes God our Deb- 
tor, for the Poor are his Receivers. Haſt thou an Eſtate,8& wouldſt 
increaſe it, devide thy Riches to the Poor; theſe Seeds that are 
{cattered do hring forth their Increaſe; but ſuch as are hoarded up, 
they dye : Correction without Inſtruction makes the Maſter a. Ty- 
rant, and the Servant a Novice : That man isa compleat Conque- 
rour that can-ſubdue his own Paſlions : faithful are the wounds of a 
Friend, but the Kiſſes of an Enemy are deceitfnl. Arm thy ſelf, a 
gainſt a profeſt Adverſary ; but. he that. diſſembleth Frindſhip, 
ſtrikes beyond a Cantion, and-wounds above a Cure : from the one 
thou mayſt deliver thy ſelf, but from the other, Good Lord, deliver 
thee. A man that flatttreth his Neighbour, ſpreadeth a Net for bis 


. feet : theTauchſtone tryeth. Gold, and Gold tryeth en: virtoe muſt 


be the guide of all Qualities, otherwiſe the Profeſſors thereof are 
undone. As the Servants of Gad are known by their two Vertues, 
Humiliation and Charity; ſothe Servants of the Devil are known 
by their oppoſite Vices, Pride and Cruelty.The beſt way to keep 
good Acts in:memory; is to refreſh them with new ones : to boaſt 
is but. vain, ſince the greateſt Conquerour is but the meaſure of his 
own ſhadow,and ſhall find it no longer than it was before his Vitto= 
ry : believe not Soothſayers, for Prophecies are never underſtood 
till they are accompliſhed. The World is a wide Priſon, and every 
Day is anExecution day;our Stomacks are very commonSepulchres 
of Birds,Beaſts,&Fiſh;they all die to feed us. Lord,with how many 
Deaths are our Lives patcht up, and how full of Death is the whole 
Life of Man; beware of too much Drink;where Drunkenneſe.is, and 
doth reign, Reaſon is baniſhed into Exile, Vertue is made a Stran- 
cer,and God himſelfis become an Enemy ; Blaſpemies are account- 
e& Wit. and Oaths are Rhetorick,, and Secrets are made open Pro- 
clamations. Whoſoever will arrive at anew Life, muſt paſs by the 
old Death of the old; he that is truly humbled, never-thinks him- 
ſelf wronged ; the good Man is well contented with a moderate 
E#ate. not fo much taking notice of thoſe that haye more, as theſe. 
that have leſs in this World, than himſelf. He that moſt mortifies 
his natural Inclinations,receiveth moſt Spiritual Inſpirations: tofhun 


' the accidentalTcoubles af this Life,is to meditate often upon Eter= 
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zernity. It's the great misfortune of man to deſire thoſe things which 
he ſhouid only uſe. To have a deſire not to be poor, 6&to receive the 
| Inconveniences of it, is too great Ambition ; for, it is to deſire the 
Honour of Poverty,& the Commodity of Wealth. There is no way 
happily to end a true Spiritual Life, better than dayly to begin ir. 
He that would have a Part with Jefus glorified, muſt firſt take part 
with Chriſt crucified : we ſhould live in this preſent Evil World, 
as if our Souls were in Heaven, and our Bodies in the Grave. In the 
death of our Paſſions conſiſts the Life of our Souls. It is not Hum: 
lity to acknowledge our ſelves miſerable, that is only to be a Beaſt - 
but it is Humility to deſire that others ſhould eſteem us fo. T iere 
is no reaſon to be given for the Fault we commit 1n Sin ; for the 
Fault would not be Sin, if it were not againſt Reaſon, Vertues have 
not their full Growth, but when they have Deſires to bring forth 
Advantage ; which like Sp:ritual Seeds, ſerve to b:ing forth and 
produce new degrees of Virtues. We ſhould never ſpeax of God, 
or the Things which concern his Service, careleſly, or by way of 
Common Diſcourſe or Entertainment, but always with a great re- 
ſpect and humble mind.We ſhould fear theJudgments of God with- 
out Diſcouragement, and encourage our ſelves without Preſumpci- 
on. The ready way for the Soul to have Peace with its leif, 1s to 
obtain his Peace with God z we may perform many Holy Actions, 
and yet not pleaſe God, if we negiect to do what he requires of us, 
no more than a Pa:mter,in repieſeniing an Eagle, pleaſeth him that 
defired a Bee. Let us never look on our Croſſes, but through the 
Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, thercby we ſhall find them pleaſant,and have 
freſh Deſires to be afflictee ; Deſire to obtain the Love of God, 
makes us.to meditate, but that Love once obtained, makes us con- 
template. The Fear of the Lord vs the Beginning of Wiſdom; and the 
Price of Wiſdom t4 above Rubies, Oh let yiy Prayers be ſet before thee 
as Incenſe, and the lifting up of my Hanas be as the Evening 'Sacri- 
fice, O Lord, my Strength, and moſt mighty Redeemer. Oh my Soul ! 
What fearful tremblings are theſe that have ſeized upon thee now? 
So that the Thoughts of God, that have been, and ought to be thy 
greateſt Comforts, are now become thy Amazement : Whence is 
Tn1s miſerable Altaration, that thou muſt behold nothing butJudg- 
ment 11 the Father of Mercies, and Anger in the Fountain of Love? 
Whar hath provoked him that delights to ſpare, to be reſolved to 
puniſh ? Surely my Sins are very many, for it is not a fery that will 
inſenie him, and they have morethan ordinary Aggravations ; for 
< he 
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be is not ſo highly diſpleaſed at ſmall Offences, and certainly I have 
often committed them, and long continued in them ; for he begins 
not to frown upon the firſt Miſdemeanour. Alas! Alas ! the Cauſe 
is to0 apparent, my Sins are both very many, and exceeding great z 
frequently repeated with heynous Circumſtances, and of Jong con- 
tinuance ; I have deſpiſed Mercy,& now am like to feel Judgment, 
moſt miſerable Wreth that I am. I have tired out the Patience of a 
long-ſuffering Father, and have run away from the Embraces of a 
Loving Saviour, and have rejected the Offers of a moſt indulgent 
Holy Spirit ; ſo that now 1 fear I have-ſtopt up the Fountain of his 
Mercy, and unſealed the Treaſure of his Vengeance; and I ought 
to wonder how God could ſpare me {o long, then why he ſhould 
ſtrike me now,fince many have bcen cut off for fewer and leſſer ſins. 
I ſee that I have deſerved moſt jultly to ſuffer the worſt of Evils. 
And therefore ſhall eſteem it an incomparable Favour to be only 
corrected with Temporal Affictions, if I might be fo excutcd ; but 
itisa fearful thing to fall into the Hands of the Living God. There: 
fore, O Lord, my Fleſh trembleth for very Fear of thee, and I am 
afraid of thy moſt heavy Judgments, yet I know no way to eſcape 
them. To deny my Sins, were great [mpudence , and to 
Excuſe them, will be Apparent Hypocriſy, and to be concealed, 
is impoſlible ; to be found intollerable ; I am miſerably confound- 
ed ; but was never any in this ſad Caſe before, that I might receive 


| fome Advice and Comfort from them? Yes ſurely,the Church hath 


preſented me with a King and a Prophet, both dear to God, whoſe 
Fears were greater, though their Sins were lefs, and their danger 
not ſo great as mine. Yet theſe in the m1idlt of their Fear, conſider- 
ed their Sins as the only Cauſe of their Evils, and accordingly they 
freely confeſſed them, bitterly lamented, and exceedingly humbled 
themſelves for them, not ſtriving ſo much to avoid them in the 
Puniſhment, as to obtain the Pardon of their Offences ; knowing 
that the guilt once removed, thou wouldſt totally ſpare them, or 
gently chaſtife them for their good; where they rendred themſelves 
up into thy Hands, rather aggravating,than extenuating their Sins, 
and yet humbly begging that they might be corrected in Mercy,and 
they found the Benefit of it. Go to then, O my Soul, and do thou 
likewiſe, thou haſt occaſioned Gods Wrath by the Breach of his 
moſt holy Laws. O do not increaſe it by miſtruſting the bleſled 
Goſpel; thou haſt forſaken him by Sin, do not run from him by 
Deſpair;for the faſter that thou runneſt from his Mercy, the ſooner 
Ehou ſhalr be ſure to meet with his 7z/#:ce ; delay no longer, but go 
E '& 


[ 34 ] 
in before he ſends for thee accuſe thy ſelf before thou art [ndi&ed ; 
and confeſs thy Sins freely before the Wirneſſes be called out againſt 
thee; paſsſentence on thy ſelf before the7#dge come to coxdemnuthee, 
| cannot expect wholly to eſcape ; but it will be a great Favour if I 
meet only wich a Sickneſs inſtead of Death ; Loſſes in my Eſtate,in- 
ſtead of looſing my God;and my Soul beth,for ever. Þ will not there= 
fore defire my Heavenly Father altogether to lay. aſide his Rod, bur 
only to uſe it gen:ly,thar I may by this ſmart be war-?2 againlt thoſe 
future fins that would bring me to.utter Ruine. O Lord, rather 
chaſtife me than diſ-inherit me, and thoſe Stripes ſhall be welcome 
which come in an exchange for Eternal Torments. For thou who 
doſt change thy Sword into a Rod, I hope will be ſo compaſlionate.in 
thy Afﬀtittons, that I ſhall only feel what my deſtempered Soul 
needs ro recover it, and my Fleſh and Spirit cannot bear ; not what 
my Sins deſerve, and thy Juſtice might exact ; wherefore I will no 


tonger hide my ſins, but by an humble & hearty Confeſſion will de- - 


clare thatl hate them more than I fear to fall into thy moſt merci- 
ful Hands : and T hope hereafter, that I ſhall ſo fear to offend, that 
I ſhall be freed from thoſe ſad Expettations of thy heavy Wrath, 
which Wiſdom God-grant me, for my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. 
He that hath a Requeſt to make, that is conſiderable, to an Earthly 
King, muſt not approach without a Preſent in his Hand : but my 
great Requeſt is to the King of Kings, to whoſe Laws I have been 
diſobedient, falſe to his Government, refractory to his Summons, 
and ungrateful to his former Favours : and what can I offer him 
that needs nothing ? and what can I give him, whoſe both my ſelf, 
and all that I have are ? His Favour inheed is fo ſweet, ſo deſirable, 
and fo univerſal a Comprehenſion of all happineſs, that I could free- 
ly give allI have, or may procure, for the Purchaſe of it. But the 
whole World is Vanity to him, neither can ſuch T riffles blind his 
Eyes, or bind his Hands, buy his Mercy to the Unworthy, or avert 
his Judgments from the Sinner. 1 would methinks expoſe my Body 
to the ſharpeſt Torments, my Soul to the heavieſt Sorrows and my 
Life to the cruelleſt of Tyrants, and would account ita happy pur- 
chaſe if I were ſure of his Everlaſting Mercies afterwards. Bur it 
coſt more to redeem a Soul ; I can give nothing but what is his al- 
ready, and I can ſuffer nothing but what I have deſerved : What 
then? Owhere ſhall I have a Peace-Offering watch may not be deſpi- 
ſed : I am told that there is nothing more acceptable than a Bro- 
ken Heart. ?Tis ſtrange, Cana Heart polluted with the — mw 
inflame 
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inflamed with the Power of Sin, ſlowto begin, and unable to per- 


form any thing that is good, but vigorous to deſire, and unwearied 


to purſue all evil. Tan a Heart ſhaken with Fears, torn to pieces 
with Terrours, and even a Terrour to it ſelf, miſerable and poor, 
blind and naked,can this Heart be a fit Sacrifice for ſo Glorious and 
All-ſeeing, ſo Holy and Pure a God ? Can he like that whieh I ab- 
hor my ſelf ? Alas !.1t cannot be. But let me recall that raſh & haſty 
word, for he hath ſaid it who beſt knows what will pleaſe himſelf ; 
and if he vallues it, then it 1s worthy ; for the true worth of any 
thing is to be judged by his Eſteemation of it : who knows but ſuch 
a broken Heart may bea greater Evidence of his Power and Mercy, 
a fitter Inſtrument of his Praiſe and Glory, a plainer Table to de- 
{ſcribe his Grace, and draw his Image on, than any other. Such 3 
Heart I have, and if this will ſerve, I am happy ; I willgive it free- 


ly to thee, O Lord, whodeſpiſeſt not the meancſ Gifts, if there be 
fincerity in the Giver. It was broken before with Fear, but now it 


will be diſſolved with Love. I am aſhamed it is no better, but thy 
Mercy is the greater in accepting it, and it will become better by 
bzing thine. Oh how am filled with Admiration on the Freenefs 
and Fullneſs of thy Mercies, in compariſon of which the greateſt 
humane Compaſſion is, and ſeems to be Cruelty. I dareproclaim it, 
that in thee are all the Mercies in the World united, 2nd thou art 
Mercy it ſelf in the higheſt Degree. If my Diſobedience, and my 
Negligence, Contempts, and Ingratitudes could have ſcperated 
thee from thy Mercy, I had now met thee in thy Fury. takingVen- 
geance without Pitty 3 for I have ſeemed to live as if I had detigned 
ro dare thee to turn thy ſelf away from me, and to try thy utmoſt 
Patience z the leaſt part of which buſineſs would have turned my 
beſt Friends in the World againſt me ; but bchoid the Mercies of 
my God continue ſtill. O let me have the ſhame of an ungratefu} 
Sinner, and let thy Name have the Glory of an inexpreſiable Pitty, 
even to thoſe who are almoſt aſhamed to ask Pardon ? yea, let me, 
to whom thou haſt ſhewed ſo much Compaſſion, have the Honour 
to bean ſtance of thy Goodneſs to all the World. And have I ſaci 
a Father, Why then do I lye {till with this Load of Guilt upon wy 
Soul ? And with this heavy Burthen of Sorrow upon my Spirit ? 
What dolI get by theſe Complamts, but waſte my Time, and dou- 
ble my Miſery by fad Reflections ? I can-neither have Help from 
my ſelf, nor any Creature, but my Father alone, to whom Mercies 
are as proper as Muſeries are =” me ; 28d if I through Fear and Sor- 
2, IOW 
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row fit ſtill here and ſtarve, I ſhew not ſo much Pitty to my ſelf as 
he would have for me, if he ſaw my diſtreſs. Wherefore I will ariſe 
and go to him, though I think that I ſhall ſcarce have the face to 
ask him mcre., ſince ] ſpent the laſt ſo 1ll ; I ſhall be aſhamed to tell 
him how baſe 1 have been : but asI was not aſhamed when did evil, 
ſo I muſt have ſhame when ſuffer the ſhame of its deſert, I will go 
bathed with Tears, bluſhing for ſhame, accuſing my ſelf, and re- 
lying on the Bowels of a F:tner, and will beg only ſo much Mercy 
as may baniſh deſpair ; and if I may have this,will be content, tho [ 
be not entertained with aſſurance and certain Expectations; for the 
leaſt favourable Look is more than I have deſerved : yet behold,up- 
on the firſt ſight of the returning Prodigal, who came unſent for 
driven home by his own Miferies, his tender Father runs to meet 
him, takes the Words out of his Mouth, and receives him with all 
the Dzmonſtrations of his Love, and the Carreſſes of his dear Af- 
feCtions : and is my God leſs merciful ; he who hath invited me ſo 
often, and promiſed me fo largely ; I have done ill to ſtay ſo long ; 
but 1 will go now, low in my Defires,and high in my Expectations, 
ſorrowing for mine Offences, and beggivg his Mercies; andI hope, 
though I carry no merits of my own to his Jultice; yet I carry miſe- 
ry enough to make his Bowels of Compaſſion yearn upon me, & then 
i cannot periſh. Is it poſlible I ſhould be all this while deluded ſo 
groſly, as to imagine my Eyes to be opened, my Ways dirett and full 
of Light ;, when indeed my Eyes are ſhut, my feet are wrong, and my 
Mind is overſpred with egyptian Darkneſs, of a ſiupid Ignorance, 
Thy Word, O Lord, is a Light to my Feet, and a Lanthorn to my 
Pathes ; not only to ſhew me which is the right way, but to let me 
: know when I aminthe wrong. But I have given my ſelf to falſe 
* Guides, who leaſt I ſhould enquire after the rig ht way,would never 
acquaint me that ] was wandring from it ; had I followed them ſtill, 
I had ſtumbled cre this on the threſhold of Hell, whiPſt I expected 
to have arrived at the Gares of Heaven.O bleſſed be thy Name,l now 
ſee that I have been ſtraying from the Fountain of all true Happineſs, 
and have been 1n vain ſeeking Content where It 1s not to be found, 
till the Diſappointment drives me to ſeek it where it is to be had: if 
I had not been a Stanger to my own Heart, I had not been fo far 
out of the right way : bntI have wy re my ſelf to be clear, only 
becauſe I never conſidered wherein I was guilty,and have flattered 
my ſelf with the pleaſing Thoughts of my own 1znocerce, ſo that T 
have been ſo ſecure, as if I had been really guiltleſs ; I have been 
K glad 


Eo 
glad to ſpare my ſelf, and have flattered my ſelf with the pleaſing 
Thoughts of my own Ignorance, I have been glad to ſpare my ſelf of 
a furcher Enquiry,moſt fooliſhly accounting this a Peace which was 
no other but want ofa ſenſe of my own danger. 1 find my chief de- 
fizn hath been to ſeem to be good, and to perſwade my ſelf that I 
was fo, that I might be the more at quiet in the ways of Evil, and 
might not be accuſed of my own Conſcience, and allaramed by the 
ft dreadful Threatnings;, which I ſuppoſed did not belong to me. 
But alas ! how miſerable would the end of that ſelf-deceit have 
been. For thou,O my God, didſt ſee, and wouldſt have condemned 
me for all my Blaſphemons Thoughts, and Repinings againſt thee 
my :alitions and enviors Thoughts againſt thee and my Nezghbour g 
thou heardſt all thoſe vain and filth words that I uttered with my 
Mouth ; thoſe deceirful, unjuſt, and cruel uncharitable Works which 
I committed with my Hands thou ſaweſt ; yea, all that Formality 
and Hypocriſy, Ambition and Pride, Luſt and Covet uouſneſs that lay 
inthe ſecret Corners of my Heart, was apparent in thy ſight, and 
what did it avail me not to ſee them ; thy Yengeance would have 
once as certainly, and more terribly, becauſe it was not expected, 
It is ſtrange I ſhould not ſee this vaſt heap before; but ſurely I haye 
ſhut my eyes wilfully, leſt I ſhould diſcern that which I was loath to 
believe, and unwilling to amend, but now Iſee my Inquities by thy 
Mercy, and believe I have offended thee as much by my Hypocr:fy 
in the concealing them, as by my Diſobedience in committing them z 
therefore I will ing-niouſly confeſs, becauſe the gracrouſneſs of thy 
Nature, the truth of thy Promiſes, and the Satisfattion of the Lord 
Teſs, are ſufficient to procure a Pardon for me, who dare ſo truſt 
in thy Mercy fy far, as to become my own Accuſer. Yea,my God, 
fince thou haſt ſo graciouſly convinced me of the Evil and Damage 
of thoſe Courſes I have taken,l will not reſt in a bare Corfeſton that 
I am in the Wrozz7,but by thy Grace,will turn me into the Rzght Way, 
and will utterly furſake all theſe my Foles : thy Mercy indeed, is * 
great enough to forgive me upon my Humble Acknowledgments ; but 
tolivein my Sin. ,is as inconſiſtent with my Happeneſs, as it is with 
thy holy Laws. Therefore,O my Soul; he that deſires thyFelrc:ty,will 
not forgive the old Score,unleſs thou ceaſe to run further 11 Debt : 
Doſt thou not ſee, that whiPſt thou goeſt on in Sin, thou art in the 
Way unto Ererral Death; and beſide, art already dead to all Divine 
Comforts, as to the ſenſe of them, and Buried alive in Lults and 


Pleaſures; thy Fleſh intombs thy precious Soul, that is thus rade 
wretcheds 
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wretched, aud the Grave-Clorhs of vile Aﬀections, binds the Hand 
and Foot from moving towards God, or breathing in the pure Air 
of Heavenly Meditations, and canſt thou like to ſtay in this filthy 


- Place ſtil}, when thou didſt not ſcethy Miſery 3 no wonder if thou 


countedſt this Dungeon and Vault, a Pallace ; but now thou muſt 
abhor it, whenJeſus calls, and ſaith, Lazarus,come forth.Doſt thou 
find, the more thou followeſt theſe, the leſs thou loveſt God, haſt 
{cldom any Converſe with him, flower Motions towards him, and 
meaner Thoughts of him ; return then from theſe Evil Paths, for 
now thou knoweſt the dead are there ; do not only ſeek a Pardon 
from him, but defire a Communion with him, who 1s thy Strength 
and Life, thy Joy and Happineſs, and will be glad of thy Recove- 
ry; that forgetting all thy Unworthineſs formerly,he will make thee 
happy hereafter ; there is nothing can hinder thee,unlefs thou loveit 
thy Sins ſo well, that thou wilt not forſake them ; and careſt ſo lit- 
tle for God, that thou hadſt rather dye without him, than live with 
him Holily here, and Eternally Happily hereafter ; it had bcen well 
with my Soul, if all this while my fafty had been equal to my Con- 
fidence ; for none ever thought themſelves more ſecure, tho there 
was no other ground for it, but only becauſe I was not reſolved to 
take the pains not to behold my Danger. 1 have muliyplyed my 
Tranſgreſlions,and lived 1n Sins unamended, yea, un-rcp<nied of, 
and therefore bave had the drawn Sword of Divine Venzeance hang- = 
ing over my guilty Head, by the ſlender thread of my uncertain 
Life, which every thing can ſnap in ſunder ; yet have I wiltully ſhut 
mine eyes, chooſing rather to feel the Eternal Smart of it, than to 
hehold the dreadful fight which would have long time terrihed me 
into an amendment, and have ſnatcht me from under the approach- 
ing Ruine. What prodigious Folly hath ſeized on me * What ſtupid 
L2zZines hath benummed me? Are the Pains of eſcaping,greater than 
the Pains of Suffering ? Or will the. Blow be the lighter, becauſe I 
reſolve neither to ſee it, nor avoid it ? Awake, my Soul, while there 
3s a Poſlibility to prevent thy Ruine 3 thy Sins are ſo numerous and 
{o hainous, that thou canſt not be ignorant of them, the Threat- 
nings of Gods Wrath are ſo plain and poſitive, that thou maylſt ſee 
plainly, that they aim at thee z thy Conſcience cryes ſo loud, that 
Thou canſt not but hear ir, and Gods Holy Spirit pleads ſtill fo 
powerfully, that thou muſt take ſo much Pains to exclude theſe 
Friends as would ſerve to turn out thy Enemies : ſurely God gave 
me not Wit and Underſtanding,to make a plauceable Cover for the 
cyes 
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eyes of my Coxſcience,or to contrive Bulwarks of Excuſes, to entrenchy 
my fins in ſafety , and yet I, unhappy Wretch, have been ingenious 
in nothing ſo much as in plotting the Ruine of my precious Soul, 
and deſigning to periſh undiſturbed : behold, and bluſh to ſee how, 
and where holy David lies covered with Shame, and drowned in his 
Tears, quite overwhelmed with Sorrow, not able, through Fear and 
Sorrow, to take his Eyes off that one Offence, whiPſt thou, a far 
greater Sinner, art carelefs and unconverted ; he ſets his ſins before 
his own Face, and God he throws them behind his Back: when the 
fight of them will not conduce to the obtaining ofmy Pardeoz, but the 
Aegravation of my Eternal Miſery, the ſight of them indeed is moſt 
unpleaſant, the Object odious and ungrateful, but the Benefit will 
moſt abundantly recompence the Frouble;and if I behold them now 
{o as to repent of them,I ſhall ſee them no more for ever; I will 11:- 
rate therefore this holy Man, and ever view the Gzilt and Danger of 
themzthat I may humbly confeſs them with Sorrow, and obtain a 
Pardon for them, my wretched Heart hath taken pleaſure in the 
Committing them, andit ſhall have Vexation in Reflett:ng on them, 
for I will not take my eyes off from them, till the horrid Ae of 
my grievous Iniquiizes have humbled my Soul for them, and turned 
my Heart againſt them. O Bleſſed Jeſus,that knowelt the Veceſſi- 
ries of all, thy Vniverſal Commanas to Repentance to all men, me- 
thinks ſeems to be peculiarly directed to me, who have negleC&ted 
this moſt neceſſary Duty : hitherto thou, O Lord ſeeſt my Danger, 
and pittieſt my Approaching Ruine z I Bow my Head and Heart, 
and neither can, or dare diſobey ſo gracious and loving Advice, ſo 
uſeful and neceſſary a Warning : thy bare Words hath been ſuffi- 
cient to command Obedience from me, who do expect Eternal 
Salvation by thee, but thou art pleaſed further to convince me ; Ido 
believe, deareſt Jeſus, the Benefit is great, if I ſhall turn now while 
thy Grace is offered fo freely to all People 3 I know the danger is 
dreadful, if I delay any longer, ſince 'tis certain, that thy Kingdom 
ſhall come. but uncertain, how ſoon either Death ſhall Arreſt me, or 
Judgment ſurpriſe me in ſuch Delays : I have great cauſe to bleſs 
thy Name, that neither of theſe have happened yet unto me, 
though I have even excluded thee out of my Heart, and entertained 
my Sins there ; yet Lord, thou calleſt on me ſtill, and now I am ma- 
king what liaſt I can. O remember not how long I haye' ſtaid, but 
conſider how little time I have lefc, and by the help of thy Grace, 
make my Work ſhort and eaſie, proportionable to my Time and 
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Strength. Iconfeſs that 1 knew before, but I never conſidered it till 
now, and now I dare not ſtay, but through thy help, I come. 
Q do not caſt me off, for thy Mercies ſake. Oh my Soul, thou arr 
ſurely ſeized with a ſtrange Diſtemper, which reſiſts the Efficacy of 
the choiſeſt Remedies ; the Plaiſter which cures others, doth nor 
avail me ; I confeſs my Offences every day on my bended Knees, 
but my Farrh is Weak; my Hope Wavering ; my ſenſe of Gods Love 
very ſmall, ſo that T am almoſt tempted to live like thoſe that are 
unconverted, and unconcerned whether they fin, or no; becauſe I 
find no Benefit by all my Humiliations; and this Temptation had prez 
vailed, if I had not ſeen, that ſince others receive ſome Advantage 
by theſe meanes,the fault is in me, and not in them, nor in the God 
whom 1 Serve, he cannot deny his Promiſes, falfifie his Word, nor re- 
ject thoſe when they come, who come upon his. Courtcoms [nvitati- 
02. O where then is this accurſed thing that reſtrains Gods. Mer- 
cies, blaſts my Endeavours, and puts me upon Injurious Thoughts 
againſt Heaven, & Atheiſtical Reſolutions of totally negleQing thoſe 
Holy Things : the Matter of my Duty is good, for God commands 
it; the Benefit is great, for many have found it to be ſo ; bur, Is it 
done in aright manner ?*The failing may be there : I have been more 
careful to kneel reverently, look {adly, ſigh grievouſly, and tell the 
Almighty a Srory of my S:nful Life, with Addreſſes becomming 2 
Penitent, but this comes far ſhort of what God requires, even a Br0- 
ken Heart,and a Contrite Spirit ; for T have been ſo concerned to ſeem 
{orrowful, that I have not endeavoured really to be ſo. O my God, 
thou that ſearcheſt the Heart, and tryelſt the Reins, thou haſt ſeen 
my Heart untouch't in the midſt of theſe Preterces, I have not been 
ſmitten with the O4zouſueſs of my Sins to thee, northe Darger to 
me, and therefore I have not fully renounced them, nor yet abſo- 
lutely returned to thee and thy Ways, and therefore thou haſt not 
bleſſed my Confeſſions, which have been rather looked npon by me, 
as an Indulgence to go on,fince my former were ſo eaſily pardoned, 
than an Ingagement to forſake mine Iniquities ; but now I ſee my 
Vileneſs in making ſo ſlight Addreſles for ſo great a Favour ; I 
dilcern my Folly to cheat my ſelf of ſo conſiderable a Bleſſing, and 
my Sloath to ſlip fo many fair Opportunities by my deceitful Be- 
havior before thee. O Lord, I have deceived my ſelf, Iam hugely 
aſhamed, that having offended ſo dear and loving a Father, I have 
not been really concerned more, and having ſo gracious a God to 
turnto,l am yet ſo far diſtant from him; it I want Pardon or Peace, 
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the blame muſt be upon my own Negligence, for thou art apt to 
give, and ready to forgive, long before thou puniſheſt Sinners, but 
ſoon intreated to receivePreſerrs,& doſt moſt joyfully lay aſide thy 
Reſolutions of 7u4gments,when we promiſe our Purpoſe of Amend- 
ment. Q my Sou], will not this real Goodneſs of thy God ſhame thy 
Hyppecriſy ? Will it not pierce thine Heart to ſee whom thou haſt 


_ offended, and thaw thy Hopes to behold him whom thou art turn- 


ing to: his Holineſs is mixed with Long-ſufferinz, his Juſtice with 
Aercy, his Decrees allayed with Limitations, and is it fit to ap- 
proach him without Love or Fear, Hopes or Deſires, Gratitude 01 
Aadmiration ? Or. Is the Forgiveneſs too mean a Faverr, that it de- 
ſerves no more _— Applications ; ſure enough mine Hyppoer:/y 
hath hindred my Pardon, wherefore I begin to deteſt it, and hereat- 
ter T will look more to the D:ſpofition of my Heart than the Poſture 
of my Body ; I will ſet him before me whole Love I have abuſed, - 
and whoſe Patience I have tried, who 1s fo gracious as to ſpare mie, 
and ſo willing to b2 Reconciled to a moſt ungrateful Wreich, that: 
when I come to him, I may have my Eyes filled with T ears, and my 
Cheeks with Bluſhes, and my Heart with Sorrow ; I will remembe: 
who I am that go ſo, that my Hearr may be hum iz, and what I go 


for, that I may be eerneſt, and who I zo to, that i may b2 full of 


Faith and Hope, ſo tha” my Adareſſes may not be 11 Vain, but tial 
21l theſe gracious Artribut's may be made good unto me for. Jeſus 
Sake, to whom be Glory for ever. 
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Thomas Brownings's Prayer 


Lord, prepare my unprepared and ſinful Zearr by thy Holy 

and Flefſe4 Syirir to Pray unto thee; forJelus Chrilt his Sake, 
qnliation; £aod God, do away mine Iniquries, and remember my 
Tranſareſſionsno more, help me to pour ovt my Soul before thee, 
under a dezpſence of;:nd a true ſorrow for all my Sins which I have 
moſt wickedly and grieviouſly committed agalult thy Divine Ma= 
jeſty from time to time, help m2 to pray with the Spirit, and with 
Underſtanding, let thy Spirit help my Infiranties with S:72hs and 
Groans that cannot be exprelied; itrike my Heart with an Awe and 
Dread of thy Aaje/ty ; help m2 to approach thy Preſence with Re- 
erence, a Godly Shame and Holy trembling : there is 39 fecret 
| | 2 noug ts 


pour down into my Heart ty Spiiit of Grace,Supplication, and Hu- 
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Thoughts afar oft; help me to confeſs my Sins with a true Sorrow 
for the ſame, help me to depart from all Iniquity, that it may not be 
my Ruine , let me hate all S:z with a perfect Hatred, and avoid the 
very Appearance of Evil z let me no longer regard any /iquity in 
my Heart, leaſt it prove my undoing, knowing that the very Hope 
of the Hyppocrite ſtall periſh, but work in me a Goaty Sorrow for my 
fin, which may cauſe a irue Repertance unto Salvation, never to be 
repented of, and for Jeſus ſake, accept a Morning Sacrifice of Prayer 
and Praiſe, which I do deſire at this time in all finceriry to offer to 
thy Divine MajzIty, humbly begging the Aſfiſtance of thy Grace. 
O Eternal,Almijghty,and moſtGlorions Lord God,in whom 1 Live, 
Move, and have my Bcing, thou art the Mighty Majzſty of Heave: 
and Earth, thou art the great Creator and Governonr of all Things, 
who didſt make all Tings by the Word of thy Power,and doſt up- 
nold the ſame by thy Providence, who art the Omnipotent God, 
Dwelling inthe higheſt Heavens, and haſt Eternity for thy Habita- 
t:07 in that Light which is inacceſſable, to whom no mortal Eye 
can approach, Infinite 1n all thy Attributes, before whoſe Glorious 
Preſence the gels, Cherubims, and Seraphims,thoſe ſpotleſs Crea= 
tures do cover their Faces,6 the Elders do caſt down their Crowns, 
Worſhipping thee contuwally ; thou art Glorious in Majeſty, Fear- 
tull in Praiſes, doing Wonders, God over all, Bleſſed for evermore, 
from Everlaſting to Evcrlaſting, Infinitely Happy in the Injoyment 
of thine own Perfections, and needeſt not the Services of any of 
thy Creatures, and haſt an innumerable Company of Angels, Arch: 
Angels, Cherubims, Serapnims, with the Spirits of Juſt Men and 
Women made Perfect ; all the Heavenly and Celeſtial Hoſt con- 
tinually Celebrating thy Praiſe, crying, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 
Almighty,which Was, which Is, and which is to come. O where ſhall 

I appear that am Vile, Sinful;Duſt, and Aſhes ? For Jeſus Sake have 
Mercy upon me,] confeſs that I am very ſinful by Nature, and more 
vile by Practice, who am of the Seed'of Evil Doers, and have been 
a Tranfgreflor from the Womb, that T was Conceived in Sin, 
Brought forth in Iniquity,and my Lite hath been as a-continued ACt 
of Sinning againſt thee, as1f I had been born for no other Purpoſe, 
but to diihonour,diipleafe, and diſobey the God that Made me, and 
to deſtroy that Immor:al Soul for whom Chriſt Cycd, and the Lord 
worl | Save: thou haſt been very Gracious and Merciful to me in 
my Creation and Preſervation ; but above all, in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,the Fountain and Foundation of all my Mercies,and through 
whom 
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whom I have Hopes of Eternal Salvation. It is a Faithful Saying, 
and worthy all Accepration, That Jeſus Chriſt came into the World t9 
Save Sinners, Of whom I am chief, and 1 am never able ſufficiently _ 
to Admire, Adore, and Magnihe thy great Name, for thy Infinite 
Love in the LordJeſus;thy Mercy, Goodneſs,and Condeſcention hath 
appeared in this, that thou who art the Mighty Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth, a God of all Power, Omnipotency it ſelf, ſhouldeſt 
find out a way to reconcile thoſe great Arrribures of thy Mercy 
and Fuſtice,through the Blood of thy Onely Begotten Son ; that ſo 
poor, loſt, and undone Aorrats might be Eternally Saved, and this 
thou haſt declared unto me Jeſus Chriſt Crucified, and for me,who 
3m leſs than the leaft of thy Mercies ; and/ciiis thou haſt made 
known by thy Holy Goſpel. O the Height, Length, Depth, and 
Breadth of thy Love in Jeſus Chrilt, it is above my Apprehenſior: 
and Comprehenſion, it is palt my finding ont; Ict it be Matter of Eter- 
al Praiſe inthe Heavens : and through him thou haſt been pleaſed 
to afford me the meanes of Grace and Salvario;r jn very plentifu} 
manner, thy Sabboths, thy Word and Ordinances, thy Holy and Ble/- 
ſed Spirit to aſſiſt me, the Checks of my own Conſcience, and the 
Light of Nature to inſtruct me, I haye had Lie upon Line, Precepr 
upon Precept, here alittle, and there a little, ofcen hearing a Voice 
within, and behind me, ſaying, Th i the IWay, walk in it, Thou 
haſt lengthened out my Days, and afforded me a large time to Re- 
p2nt, in exerciſing thy Patience and Long-fuffering towards me, 1 
have had large Experience of thy Goodneſs to lead me to an 
Amendment of Life ; and though in all Times, Ages, and Places. 
thou haſt ſhzwed thy ſelf highly diſpleaſed with Sin and Sinners,yer 
thou haſt been pleaſed to ſpare me ; and 1 have aggravated my Sins 
with hainous Circumſtances ; the Angels when they ſinned, - were 
calt down, and are referved in Everlaſting Chains of Darknejz, 
made Monuments of thy Jaftice, Wrath, and Fary, and there was 
never any Meanes found ont for their Recovery : Jeſus Chritit took 
not upon him the Nature of Angels, but the Sced of Abravam ; my 
firlt Parents were baniſhed out of Paragice for theirTranſgreſſions, 
and the Old World for their Sin were drownded ; Sodom and Go« 
morhea, once famous Places, for their Sins, felt, the Divine Ven= 
geance by Fire from Heaven, and were conſumed with an utter 
Ovecthrow,yet thou haſt ſpared me,the chief of Sinners. O Lord, 
grant that thy Severity rowards others, and thy Gooareſs towards 
me, may lead me tO an —— of Life,or how ſhall I eſcape to 

_ Neg- 
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negleCt ſuch great Salyation. O Lord, thou haſt been very gracious. 


unto me, by keeping meAMercifully in my Infancy,Child:hood, Youth, 
Riper Are, Manhoed, and Age : thou haſt taken Care of me, when 
I took none of my ſelf; I have been Fed, Cloathed, and Led along by 
thy good Hand of Providence, thou haſt given me a Healthy Body, 3 
Sound Mind, and a Large Memory, my Diſeaſes have been Curea, I 
have been Fed both with the Upper and Nether Sprizgs ; thou haſt 
not only given me Things convenient for this Life, hut likewiſe the 
Mercies of Grace and Salvation leading toa better Life,even toLife 
Everlajting ; thou haſt preferved me tin Priſon beyond my Deſert, 
comrary to my Expetta:ion, when theWorld frowned upon me, and 
{ was forſaken by my Relations,then the Lord was a Sx» to comfort, 
anda Sh:eld to defend me ; thou haſt been my preſent Help in time 
. of Trouble, my exczeding great Reward, my All in All, my God 
Alſufticient, thou haſt compaſſed me about with thy Salvation, 
Songs of Deliverance, thy Special Favours ; yea, thou haſt prevented 
me with thy very Loving Kindneſs ;1 have been both Loaded and 
Cloathed with thy Mercies,as with a Garment, and they are more it 
number,the very kinds of them. than I am able to-reckon up.OLord, 
thou haſt not only given me a Being,but a comfortable and well Be- 
ing,to make me the more fit to Serve thee ; thou haſt kept me from 
many Deaths and Dangers ; in the time of War thou didſt preſerve 


me from the Peril of the Bloody Sword ; when I deſerved as much as 


any. to have been cut off the Land of the Living ; thou haſt preſerv- 
ed me by Land and by Warer, and in Forre:gn Parts, from many 
Evils that I have been ſubject to ; thon haſt kept me in the Times of 
Centagion and Vijitation,from the Noyſom and Devouring Peſtilence, 
and other Dzſtempers ; many that lived with me, are gone to the 
Grave before me; and as they are dead, I am dying, not knowing 
what a Day may bring forth ; my Breath is in my Noftrils,and goes 
out. every Moment,and whenſoever it ſhall be ſtopr, I muſt aye, and 
turn to duf,then after Death there is no' Repentance,this is the Op- 
- portuxity of Life, the Day of Grace and Salvation, which if negleted, 
1 can never have another;it is therefore of everlaſting Concernment 
to improve the preſent Opportunity, becauſe it is appointed for all 
Men and Women once to dye, and then to Fudement, and as Death 
leaves, Jadgment will find, as the Tree falls, ſo ir lies ; there is nei- 
ther Deſire nor Invention in the Grave where I am going, O Lord, 
thou haſt been very merciful to preſerve me in theCalamiries of Fire, 
and haſt wonderfully ProteCted and Provided for me ever ſince; and 
thou haſt been merciful to me indeed;to preſerve me againſt my ow: 
| Wi: 
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W:#. Tam a Living Monument of thy Mercies, a Brand ſnatcht out 
of che Burning Flame ; thou haſt given me my Life for a Prey, and I 
have not lived to thy Praz/e; but like a VileWretched,Unworthy,and 
moſt Vngratefu! Creatnre,l have ſinned againſt thee both inThoughe, 
Word,and Deed. The Sins of my Thoughts have been more than I can 
think ; thoſe of my Words, more than 1 am able to expreſs, and the 
Sins of my Deeas have been innumerable, my Life hath been an At 
of open Rebellion againſt thee ; I am guilty of Sins by Omiſſion, 
Commiſſun, 1cnorance, and Wilful Diſobedience, Having left undone 
thoſe Things which I ought to have done, and committed thoſe T hings 
whith 1 ought not to have done I have ſinned againſt Heaven, Thee, 
my Relations,and againſt the 44t:0zs of thy Bleſſed Spirir, having 
made a Shew of Godline/s ; I have denyed the Power of it, and have 
called upon the Name of Chriſt, but have not departed from Iniqui- 
zy;I bave given {11 exampie unto 0: hers, by living contrary to what 
I have Profcfied, 2nd have quenched and grieved the 25:07 of thy 
Holy Spirit,which ſhould haye ſealed me upunto the day of Redemy: 
tion ; I have Committedall Impieties with Greedineſs, and have ag- 
gravated myTranſereſſions with hanious Circumſtances; for I have ſin: 
ned,not only againſt the Zaw, but againſt the Goſpel,not only [cno- 
rantly,but Wilfully and very preſumpriouſly againſt the Checks of my 
C—_ and the Light of Nature, inſomuch that my own Heart 
doth condemn me,and thou art greater,knowing all Things. I have 
abuſed thy Mercies, deſpiſed thy Judgments, and tuned thy very 
Graces into Wantonneſs, infomuch that my Tniquities are gone over 
my Head, and my Sins have covered me,F have nothiug to plead for 
my ſelf, but Gwilry, Guilty, Guilty of the Breach of all thy moſt Hol 
and Righteous Laws,1 have forfited my Right to all that is Good, 


have made my {elf liable to all Evils, both Temporal, Spiritual, and 


Eternal ; it is evena Miracle of ry that I had nor long ago been 
taken off in my Sin, and for my Sins, and have been made fo Hellful 
as I have been finful,and have had my Portion given me with Zyppo- 
erites, Vnbelievers,and thoſe: hat loveth, and maketh a Lye in that. 
Lake which burns with Fire and Brimſtone,there to be tormented 
with Devils and Damned Sjrrits for eyermore, that inſtead of pray- 
ing unto thec,and calli:g on thy Nine in Mercy, I am not howling 
amongſt rhe Damr'd in an irrecoverable State that thy Patience 1s 
not ended toward me, and the Dcor of Grace ſhut everlaſtingly 
againſt me; thou mighteſt juſtly long ago have ſaid unto me, would 
bave healed thee, and thou woulaſt not ; I would have Saud thy Soul, 
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but thou haſt deſpiſed my Salvation; I would have made thee happy, and 
t hou haſt refuſed ; therefqre thou that art filthy. be filthy ſt.ll, there re- 
mains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a fearful looking for of fudrment, 
Fiery Indignation, andthe Fierce Anger of the Lord, the Moſt Migh- 
ty God: therefore go thou Curſed into Everlaſting Fire, prepared for 
the Devils and their Anzels. It had been but juſt with thee,O Lord, 
thus to have dealt by me, and thou mighteſt have Gloriftzd thy 
Tuſtice in my Tuſt Condemnation,and Eternal Damnation ;, buc there 
1s Mercy with thee,that thou maylt be feared, and thy tender /Mer- 
cies are over all thy Works,and Mercy pleaſeth thee ; it is, becauſe 
thy Compaſſions fail nor, that I am not conſumed. O whac ſh.l] 
{ay unto thee, thou Preſerver of Men? Whether fhall I go, or to 
waom ſhall I fly ?? Tis thou alone that haſt the words of eternal Life, 
and there 15 no Vame under Heaven by whom I can be Saved, bu. by 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; and *cis againſt thee, O Father ; thee, O 
HolyFeſws ; & thee,O Holy& Bleſſed Spirit ; that T have find agiinſt 
the Zoly and Bleſſed Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity. Jeſus 


Chriſt was wounded for my Tranſgreſſumns, that by his Stripes I r:; hi be 
healed; and I have wounded him afreſh by my Sins : T'.e Cia/?. fe- 
ment of my Peace bath been upon his Shoulders, and he that knew 1: Sing 
was made a Curſe unto Sin for me,that I might be made the Righteonſ- 
neſs of God in him, He was pierced thorow with many Sorrows, ana his 
precious Side was pierced with a Sphear.and his moſt precious Blood was 
ſpilt,thas my Soul might be Eternally Saved, and I have pierced him 
again by my Sins. Jeſus was Crucified, and dyed the bitter and Curſed 
Death of the Croſs that I might be Bleſſed and Everlaſtin:ly Szved.and 
1 have Crucified the Lord of Life afreſh, have put him to open ſhame. 
O help me to look upon him whom I have picrced,and mourn over 

kim,chat I may be in bitterneſsof Spirir,and g: ieve becauſe I cannot 

grieve enough for my Sins,and becauſe I have grieved the Motions 

of thy Holy Spirit, Oh work in me a hatred of all fin, which is the 

cauſe of all Evi/,and help me to avoid the very Appearance of it : O 

Lord, thou haſt given ſome Encouragement for poor penitent Sin- 

ners to come unto thnee,and graciouſly invited them, faying, Come 

unto me all ye that are weary and heavy Laden,and 1 will give you Reſt; 

ſeek, and ye ſhall find ; kaock,, and it ſhall be opened unto you ; call up- 
012 me in the Day of Trouble, and I will hear thee and deliver thee, and 

thou ſhalt glorifie me, Oh Lord, I come; I ſeek, I call, I cry, beſeech- 

ing thee for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, to let me find reſt unto my Soul ; 
Oper unto me tne Gates of Salvation, and be ye opened ye Everlaſting 
Gates, that the Kizg of Glory may come in,and deliver me from the In- 
tollerable 
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tollerable Burthen of my $:25. Help me to Glorifie thee here, that L 
may be Glorified with thee to all Ecernity : Lord, thou haſt pro- 
miſed that, Thou wilt nor break the Bruiſed Reed, nor quench the 
ſmoaking Flax, nor deſpiſe the day of ſmall Things : bat haſt merciful- 
ly ſtilcd thy ſelf, ro be a God hearing Prayers : and none of the Sons of 
Jacob ever ſought thy Face in vain, And thou haſt graciouſly decla- 
red thy ſelf to be, the Lord, Merciful, Grations,of Patience,and great 
Goodneſs, who pardoneth Iniquity,Tranſgreſſions, and Sins, for thy own 
Names-ſake ; and, thou deſreſt nor the Death of a ſinner, but rather 
that he ſhould turn from his Wickedneſs and live: and haſt promiſed, 
That at what time ſoever a ſmner repenteth him of his ſin from the bot - 
tom and ground of his Heart, thou wilt put away his Wickeaneſs out of 
thy ſight, and remember his Tranſgreſſions no more, And it isa faithful 
Saying, worthy of all Acceptation, That Jeſs Chriſt came into the 
World to ſave ſinners, Of whomlT am chief. O Lord, I Believe, help 
my Unbelief,help me to Bclieve,Repent,and Obey ; for Je/#s ſake, 
have Mercy upon me, and work in me a godly- Sorrow form ſins, 
which may cauſe a true Repentance unto Salvation, never to 
be repented of; and for thy Names-ſake, pardon all my ſins ; for 
'thy Mercies-ſfake do away my Iniquities ; for thy Promiſe fake do 
not remember my Tranſgrefſions any more. And for Jeſus Chriſt 
this ſake ſeal a free and a full Pardon of all my fins unto my Sou!. Say 
That thou art become my Salvation. And Ictthe blood of Jcſus cleanſe 
me from all ſin. Oh this isa great Requeſt, I beg,who am unworthy 
of the lat Mercy ; but I beg of thee for the ſake of Jeſus, he is thy 
Beloved Son in whom thou art well plcaſed,& through whom thou 
canſt not be offended; he is my Saviour,and died to ſave me:accord- 
ing to the multitude of thy Compaſſions in the Lord Jeſus, deal with 
me in the pardoning of all my fins; and let not fin nor Satan wiom 
thou hatelt, deſtroy the Work of thy hands, my Immortal! Soul for 
whom Chriſt died ; furniſh me with the Graces of thy Holy Spirit, 
and give me Believing Grace and Mercy, Repenting Grace and Mer- 
cy, Pardening Grace and Mercy, Reſtraining Grace and Merey, Come 
forting Grace and Mercy, Renewing Grace and Mercy, wit" Confirm- 
ing Grace and Mercy. Oh renew me 1n the Spirit ofmy Mind, help 
me to redeem time, bccauſe 1 have miſpent much pretious time al- 
ready, and becauſe rhe days are evil, make.me conſider the ſhort- 
neſs and uncert-inty of my time ; I have but a Moment to work for 
Eternity : ere long Dearh will come, and I ſhall be in a future ſtate 
then time will beno'more:; and many have _bcen tak:n off in their, 
ſins, and for their yuis, that are now in anEternal ſtate of Wo. © 
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teach me in this my Day, to know the things that belong to my 
peace, before they are hid from mine Eyes; my day is already far 
ſpent, and my Night is at hand,I do not know what a Day may 


ring forth, let me not therefore any longer defer my Amendment 


of Life after ſo Tong a time as It is called to day, help me to up, 
and be doing,and work while it is called today, before the Night 
comes, when none works ; help me to work out my Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling, and let me be very diligent to make my -Cal- 


ling and Eleffion ſure, the one thing needful, even the Salvation of 


my 1mmortal Soul, which is of everlaſting Concernment ; that what- 
ever I miſcarry in.I may not be miſtaken in the great buſineſs of my 
Eternal Happineſs ; to that end I moſt humbly pray thee «g2in for 
Jeſus Chriſt”s ſake, to free me from the Power of all ſin, eſpecially, 
thoſe that my Nature is moſt prone to, ſuch as do beſct and over- 
take me daily ; and be pleaſed to diſcover unto me the Deceitful- 
neſs of my own Heart,which 1s very navghty, and above all things, 
daxeitful and deſperately wicked, the Thoughts and Imaginations 
of my Heart have been evil, and only evil continually. O Lord,cre- 
ate in mea Clean and New Heart, renew a right Sp:rir within me, 
fanctifie myMVatare,and help me to fanctific thee,the Lord of Hofts, 
and make thee my Fear and Dread,that thou may*ſt be unto me a 
Sanftuary; O be pleaſed to convince me of thine Omniſciency, and 

fence ; 
make me to conſider,that where-everl am, & whatever T am about, 
thou knoweſt it, whoart a God of purer Eyes than to behold Sin 
with the leaſt Approbation,and thatT have always about me an 7: 
mortal Soul, and that it 15 againlt thee that I have finned, who art g 
Sin-bating,and a Sim-revenging God,and that I mult very ſhortly ap- 
pear naked before thy dreadful T*+:b:#al, to render an Account for 
all things done in the Fleſh,and tr r;ceive myEternal Door from 


theRighteous Judge of ..ll che W-5:71td , O {leah mewith the Robes 


of Chriſts Rizhteouſneſs, lei bis Meritorious Det an Paſſion ſatis» 
fic thy Juſtice for my Sins , let the Blood of J 'us cl-anſe me from 
all fin, and make me circyumfpect in tine to come, 1.t me be Sober, 
Watchful and Virilznt becauſe my Aiverſarythe Devil goeth about 
as 2-roaring Liun,ſecking whom he may devour continually, and 
my poor, wea*, frail Nature is ready «© yield to every Temptation 
and Suggeſtion,not able to think a good Thought ; O let thy Grace 
be ſuſficient for me, let ir ſhicld me from all hurt, cloath me with 
the Righteoulneſs of my Jeſs, let me be girt with Trath, and al- 

ways 


F 
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Ways ſhod with the Preparation of the Go/pe!, but above all things: 


give me the Shield of Faith,the Breaſtplate of Righteouſneſs,a Hel- 
mit of Salvation, with the Sword of the Spirit,whereby I may be 
able to fight againſt che World, the Fleſh and the Devil,reſiſting the 
Fiery Darts of Satan, fighting againſt Principalities, Powers, and Sp:- 
ritual Wickeaneſs jn High-Places; let not the Gates of Hell,nor Pow: 
ers of Darkneſs prevail againſt me;but let the Grace of God, which 
hath ſo plentifully appeared toward me,teaching to deny all Vzgod- 
lineſs and Worladly Luſts, defend me; O let me be redeemed from a 
Vin Converſation,help me to bring forth fruits meet for Repertarce, 
worthy an Amendment of Life, and let thy Holy Spirit ſeal me up 
unto the Day of Redemption, make me holy here, that I may be hap- 
Py hereafter. Oh make me ſich a one as thou wouldſt have me, 
and inable me to evidence unto my ſelf the Aſſurance of my Juſti- 


fication by the fruits of my SanCtification; thou haſt promiſed, Thar 


what ſoever ſhall be asked in thy Sons Name,according to thy Will, ſnall 
be granted. Now Lord,l know that this is thy Will, even my SanCti- 
fication ; for Jeſus ſake, ſanCtifie me thorowout, and write upon my 
Heart, Holineſs to the Lord,make me walk according to the Paiteru 
of my Jeſus, who was Humble, Holy, and Obeaient to thy Will in all 
things.even to the death of theCro/s;make me to conſtder that I was 
Redeemed,and bought with a Price, not of corruptible Things, as 
Silver and Gold, but with the precious Blood of Jes Chriſt, there- 
fore letme live to the Praiſe of him that hath ſo dearly bought me 
with his moſt pretious Blood,let me walk like one that is Redeemed 
and Tranſlated from Death to Life, as one wioſe Life is hid with 
God in Chriſt,that when he who is my Life ſhall appear, I may alſo 


appear with him in Glory,O help me to walk as an Adopted Son of 


the mighty Maj:ſty of Heaven and Earth,the Holy Goa; as an Adop: 
ted Brother to the HZoly Feſws,my Lowing Saviour, Mighty Redeemer, 
and the Caprain of my Salvation; as one that is in fellowſhip with 
Goa,the Holy Ghai, the Bleſſed Spirit, my AMighty Comforter, dayly 
Sanitifier and Preſerver, Oh help me to walk as one that is in Com: 
munion with,and related unto the moſt Foly and Blefſed Trimty. 
Let me ncver turn to Folly gnore,nor dare to fin any more,nor diſho- 
nur my Heavenly Relations, but help me to walx worthy of che 
Price of my H:zh-Czllinz, preſſing hard to the Ifrrk, aterning my 
Profeſon,gwalking in all Wel-pleaſme, daily growing in Grace from 
ftrength to ftrengthtil I ſhall appear inZzon in perfett bearty,in Glory 


 anake me to perſevere;be conſtant and faithſu] to the 4ear,that io T 
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mayreceivea Crown of Life, Rightouſneſs, and Glory that fadetir 
not away. To that end &purpoſe,O God,wean me from the Worlaz 
take off my AfﬀeCtions from all periſhing Vanities,make me /Zeavenz 
ly Minded,whilft Lam about Earthly Buſineſs; let my Converſation 


 beabove,where the Lord Jeſs ſitteth at thy Right-hand, making. 


Interceſfion for me ;'let me be incarneſt'for thy Fozorr and Glory, 


- and the Salvation'of my 1mmorral Soul, O let me be upon the Wing 
Heavenward, and: carry me on upon Divine Principles, help me to. 


{trive to enter into the Srreight Gate, Narrow is the Way that leads 


to Life.and few there be that findit - Broad 1s the Way that leads to 
Deſtruttion, and many there be that go inthereat ; and if the Righteors 


| hall ſcarce be. Saved, where ſhall the Sinners and Vngodlyappear E 


Come Holy Ghoſt, Erernal God;Proceeding from the Father and Son, 
take Poſſtffion of my Soul, throw down all the Strong-holds of Sin 


and Satan, bring me over unto a Univerſal Obedience in all Things. 


to thy Heavenly Will. O that my Ways were directed to keep tliy 


Commanaments,then ſhall I not be aſhamed,whenlT have reſpect un=. 
to all thy Holy and moſt Rrighteow Laws,which are not grievous, as; 
Fleſh and Blood, the World and Dewils would perſwade me; thy Ways 
are Peace,thy Paths, Pleaſantneſs, in thy Preſence-is Fulneſs of Foy, 


and at thy Right-hand areRivers of Pleaſures for evermore: then let 
it be the joy of my Heart, and rejoycing of my Soul to do thy Will, help 
meto hate the Garmert that is ſpotted with the Fleſh, ſhed abroad a 
Divine Love into my Heart,and lay a Holy Conſtraint upon me to 
pleaſe thee in all Things.O make me conſider what greatThings the 
Lord hath done for me,who was once a Child of Wrath, a Firebrand 
of Hell, Heir to Eternal Death and Damnation,but now by the Grace 
of God in Jeſus Chri/t,am become an Hezr to an Eternal and Glori- 
9s Kingdom ; Olet me be ledunto it which way my Heavenly Fa- 
ther pleaſeth,it being aſſured to me by the great Charter of Heaven- 
precious Promiſes, ſealed by the Blood of Feſus, the New Name, and 
zhe White Stone. O make me to know what the Lord hath done for 
- my Sort and Body ; my Soul 1s Redeemed from Hell, and my Body 
from the Grave,and both Boay and Soul from Eternal Damnation, 
andall by the Blood of my Feſ#s ; and-my Yile Body ſhall be made 
a Glorious Body,and my Mortality ſhall put on Immor::!:ty, be ſwal- 
lowed up in Life, and I ſhall be a Co-herr with my Bleſſed Jeſus. O- 
what ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his Benefits ; help me to 
take the Cup 9f Salyation,and praiſe the Name of the Lord, let me 
ipeak to thy Praiſe,and live to thy Praiſe, tet my Heart be inlarged 
a LO. 
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to ſhew it forth in my Generation, and let it be Matter of Eternat 
Praiſes in the Heavenly Quire, whan I ſhall there be joyned with 
Saints, Angels, Arch- Angels, Cherubigns, Seraphims, the Spirits of 
Juſt der and Women made perfect, all the Heavenly and Celeſtial Hoſt 
to ſing Hallelnjahs and a New Song unto thy Divine Majeſty, forthy 
Love in Jeſus Chrift;and in the mean time be pleaſed to accept of a 
Morning Sacrifice, which thy poor Creature doth defire to offer up in 
Prazſe at this time, with all humble ſincerity,moſF earneſtly begging 
the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace :. bleſſed be thy Name for keeping me all 
my Days for my Creation, Preſervation, and above all, for ever 
ever,cver; bleſſed be tiry Name for the Lord Jeſus Chrijt,the Foun= 


Tain of all my M>rcies,and through whom I have comfortable Hope 


and Aſſurance of Eternal Salvation.. O. let Chriſt be formed more 
and more in me, and Þbleiſed be rhy Name for all Temporal Favours, 
for keeping me the Night paſt, for refreſhing me with the Comforts 
ct Reſt nd Sleep, and haſt kept, me from all ſad Accidents, when: 
thou: mightefſt have made my Bed my Grave, ana my Sleep my. 
Deazh, but Þleſſed be thy Name, whoſe Tompaſſioas never fail thy 
poor Creature,who haſt raiſed me this Morning in gaod Condition 
of Health,Strength, Mind, and Memory, and b-ing rhns brought to 
the beginning of this day, defend me, O Lord, in the {ame by thy 
Almighty Power,grant that I may fall into no Sin,nor run into any kind of Danger,. 
but that ail my Doings may be ordered by thy Governance,to do that which isrigh- - 
teous in, thy Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt, O Lord have mercy upon thy whole, 
Church,inlarge the Kingdom of Grace, haſten the Kingdom of Glory, ſend forth thy 
irord with thy Power thorow the whale 17»14,propagate the Goſpel,and haſten the 
Kingdom of Glory ; remember thy Antient People, the Jews, bring in the Fulneſs 
of the Gentiles,give the Heathen for thy Sons Inheritance,and the utmoſt Parts oithe 
Earth for his Poſſeſſion, let all Kingdoms of the World become the Lord Chrifts, 
andletevery Scepter ſubmit to his Royal Scepter,that the Earth may be flied with 
the Knowledge of the Lord,as the Waters coyer the Sea : and be gaatiouſly plea- 
fed to bleſs this Sinful Nation of England, pardon our Crying Sins, hea! our 
Breaches, compoſe our Differences, give us a true Repentance and Amendmert 
of Life, and be merciful unto us. O Lord ſave the King, pour down the choiſelt of” 
thy Bleflings upon his Head and Heart,make his Life long,& his Reign proſperous, 
keep him from the hands of his Enemies,let his Life be pret:ous in thy Sight, give 
him Wiſdom and Courage from above, make him as an Angel of God,to go in and 
eut before the People over whom thou haſt ſet him, and when thou {halt put an 
end to his Mortal Life, Crown him in thy Everlaſting Kingdom®in Glory, Bleis 
himin his Roy1l Relations, our Gracious Quzen Katherine, Janes Duke of 77k, 
and al the Royal Family ; endue them with thy Holy Spirit,inrich them with thy 
Heaven!v Gr. «, proſner theri with all Happineſs, and bring them to thy Ever- 
laiting Kingdom B: pieael to bleſsall our Privy-Councelfors,Rulers, and Judges, 


teach our Senators. VWiſdom,and the true Fear of the Lord, ma ke them Zeaious - or 
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= © - Honovrand Safety of the King and Kingdom. Blefs all the Magiltrates of this 
= __. Realm, give them Grace to execute Juſtice and maintain Truth; and be pleaſed ts 
- Pour downa double Portion of thy Bleſſings upon the Miniſters of thy Word and 
Sacraments,the Clergy of this Land,by what Names or Titles ſoever they are digs 
nified or diſtinguiſhed, make them found in their DoCtrine,and Exemplar in their 
Lives,let them ſhine like Stars in the Firmament, aud let their Light ſo ſhine be- 
fore Men, that feeing their good Works, others may glorifie thee, the Heavenly 
Father ; and O Lord look down in much Mercy upon all Degreegof Men, Women, 
and Children of this Nation, grant that we may all live in thy Faith and Fear in 
due Obedieuce and Loyalty to the King and his Laws, and in Brotherly-Loveand 
"  Aﬀectiontoone another ; O Lord, bleſs all my Relations, eſpecially-my Wife and 
+ Child, vardon their Sins,and fave their Souls, mak- them near and dear unto thy 
(If, ſeaſon their tender Years with thy Grace and Fear, be their ſatiable good in 
eyery Condition ; an! if it be thy blefled Will, bring us together again, that we 
may Serve thee better than formerly we have done; and if it ſhall ſeem good un- 
to thee,O Lord,fihd out a way for my Deliverance out of Priſon,not mine,but thy 
Will be done, © God. I hare found. that thy Service is perfe& Freedom, an1 thy. 
Fayour is better than Life help me to order my Conrerfationaright, that I may 
ſee more of thy Salvation ; let my ways pleaſe thee, that my.Enemies may be at 
Peace with me; however, let all tend to the purging out of Sin,making me more 
fit to enjoy Communion with thee here, and eternally hereafter ; vouchſafe, 
Lord, to keep me this day without Sin, keep me in thy Fear, ditert me in thy 
Truth, let thy Spirit lead me,that I may not offend with my Tongue, let me be 
filent rather than ſin,and never repine at thy Providence,fit me for my future Be- 
ing,make me mindful of Death;and 1-t me always have the Aſfurance of thy Fa- 
vour,which 1s better than Life, G God, whoſe Nature and Property is ever t> 
hare Mercy,and to forgive, receive my humble Petitions, and though I am tied 
and bound with the Chain of my Sin yet let the great pittifulneſs of thy Mercy 
tooſe me,for the Honour of my Advocate and Mediator Jeſus Chrif, to whom with 
thee, © Father,thy Holy and Bleſſed Spirit, be aſcrided and given from the bot- 
tom of my Heart,and from al: Crcarures,all Poiſible Hohour,Glory, Power,Praile, 
Might, Majelly, Adoration, Dominion, and what-ever can be Lmagined or ex- 
prefſed from this time forth, and for evermore, 4men, <« - 
Cur Father which art in Heaven 3 Hallowed be thy Name 5; Thy Kingdom come © ThyWill 
be done in Earth as it is in Heavens &C, | 
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